


PORT THE AL GENE MFEETING.

The Annual General Meeting was held on the 17th March at Bpm 1995 gt
The Gatehouse Purley Lane, Purley on Thames,

The Chairman CIiff Debney presented his report on the year's activities.
It had been another very good year for the Society. The talks arranged
had been on a  wide variety of topics many of which had been
outstanding, The visit to Bere Court and the warm welcome of Mr and
Mrs Tucker was recalled. The Society held a very successful Open Day
which was very well attended and many compliments had been received..
The Society also took part in the Flower Festival held at St Mary's
Church. The exhibit, based on the sketch of the marriage between Miss
Storer and Mr Downing Fullerton which appeared in The Lady in 1889
was particularly well received, and as a result of a suggestion, permission
was obtained from The Lady Magazine to reproduce the drawing as
notelets and cards which are now on sale. The talk by Derck Sweet
titled “A Journey into Nepal” was something different but very much
enjoyed by everyone. The summer barbecue in the garden of Pat and
Tony Deane was a highlight of the year, and the Chairman thanked them
for hosting our summer event in such delightful surroundings. The
Christmas social evening proved to be particularly enjoyable, and Jan and
Rick Jones were thanked not only for hosting the social evening but also
for allowing the society to use their home as a venue for meetings.

Cliff Debney stood down afier 6 years as Chairman of the Society. He
thanked all the committee members for supporting him so well , JTames
Heslop for the quality work in looking after the Society accounts, and
Rita Denman for her support as Secretary, Thanks were extended to
Millie Bordiss and Pat Deane for their work in producing the Newsletter,
One other member of the Executive retired and that was our Founder
Chairman Jean Debney who had been on the Executive eVery year since
the Society was formed and would now be taking a well deserved break.
Chff Debney expressed to her the Society’s thanks for her continued
interest and input into the Society and in closing he thanked the Members
for their loyalty which showed that we are on the right lines



Also presenting his final report after 5 years in office as Treasurer, James
Heslop reported the accounts as being in a healthy state. It was pointed
out that the Society was in a very fortunate position in being able to meet
in the home of Jan and Rick Jones and without cost to the Society and
this situation should not be taken for granted, The Treasurer's thanks
were extended to Ron Denman for the computer printouts of the
accounts and to Mr Francis who once again audited the accounts free of

charge.

John Chapman gave an up to date report on the progress in the rebuilding
of the barn on its new site at Beech Road and also on the results of the
timber sample dating,. One group of timbers had proved to be dated
from 1509-1512 and a second group dated from 1730-1732.

Trévor Cotton placed on record his thanks for the Society Newsletter
which is a very worthwhile part of Project Purley.

The following were elected for the coming year:

Chairman - Pat Deane Committee Members - Cliff Debney

Treasurer - Henry Bordiss Edna Bint

Secretary - Rita Denman, billie Bordiss
John Chapman
James Heslop
Tan Jones,

1n taking office as Chairman Pat Deane thanked Cliff Debney for all the
work he had done on the Society's behalf over the past 6 years, This
was heartily endorsed by all those present.

Eita Denman Hon, Sec.

VIEW MEETIN

The New Year's programme on the 20th January began with a talk by Leslic
Cram of Reading Museum whose subject was Reading Abbey. Al those
present became thoroughly involved with the story of the great Abbey,  Mr
Cram had a wealth of information on this fascinating subject which he related
with great humour, answering many questions as the talk progressed, We
discovered the origin of the word plummery, as in the Plummery Wall
surrounding the Abbey. It was not as might have been expected, to do with a
plum orchard.  The name came from ‘plumbaga’ the site of the lead warkings
for the abbey. There was only time to show part of the slide collection, but
members will be delighted to know that Leslic Cram will be refurning to
continue his talk and also tell us something about the preservation and future
plans for the abbey site,

It is abways a great pleasure when the speaker is also a Society member and on
I7th February John Chapman gave an illustrated talk about The Fuowal
Berkshire Regiment  As part of a University study group John has been
researching the Regiment and has found a great deal of hitherto untapped
information and the talk was based on this research.  John explained that there
was enough information available to fill several books and the difficulty was in
editing this vast fund of new knowledge to fit an hour’s talk,  This was
managed with great success and an introduction to the Regiment’s history, the
Regiment’s relationship with the home town of Reading |  the Regiment's
engagements in the Great War (1914-18), and insights into the experiences of
the men who were part of the Royal Berkshires was given.  The diaries kept by
the Gold brothers of Maidenhead, all serving with the Roval Berkshires were
particularly poignant.

The Annual General Mecting was held on the 17th March,  This is reported
separately.  The business mecting was followed by a talk given by Joyves
Voysey Hon Sec. of The Ancient Parish of Whitchurch History Society.  Jovee
was accompanied by Mr Voysey but unfortunately, due to illness Wendy Adair,
Chairman of the Society was unable to be present. Joyoe pave an informal chat
about the preparations and experiences of the Whitchurch Socicty in moumnting
their highly successful exhibition “Whitchurch at War”, This was a trip down
memory lane for all those members who remembered the war albeit in some
other place, and an informative evening for the “vounger sat”. The EVENing wWas




a great success and Joyce Voysey presented the chat with a typical wartime
mixture of sadness and humour.

On the 21st April we werg fortunate to have a visit from David Kent Senior
Lecturer in History at the University of Mew England, Mew South Wales,
Auvstralia. With a colleague, David is engaged in researching the Swing Riots
of 1830, His particular interest is the agricultural labourers of Berkshire who
were subsequently sentenced to transportation to New South Wales. The
purpose of his visit to the UK is to finalise his findings and present an argument
in favour of the transportees, which will be the subject of a book he is writing
and which is to be published in the nzar fiture,  The speaker was passionate in
his presentation, and put forward some wvery interesting points about the
tradition and customs of the aericultural labourers of the time, and supgested
that they had no pereeption of the grave consequences that would follow. Given
the fact that not oo far back in time most familics have agricultural labourers
on their family tree this was a persuasive argument, but there was no time to
develop discussion of the ideas put before us,  David Kent was totally
absorbed in his subject and was somewhat surprised that many people that he
had met in the UK were not equally  knowledgeable about the Swing Riots.
Perhaps this is something that we should know more about.

FUTURE MEETINGS.

19th May 1995, Basildon Village. Clive Williams.

I6th June 1995, Walkabaut - Lardan Chase and The Holies,

2lstJuly 1995,  Barbecus at The Mimosas,

A pmpn_mi party outing on The Watercress Line, Hampshire.
Further information at meetings.

Rita Denman Hon, Sec.

YEW TREE COTTAGE

On the 12th July 1994 my safe Hazel and §oclebrated our 5l Weldding. Wo bid @ parly
with friends and family thal was o iruly memorable occasion,  Litedad we ke then that
enly seven weeks later we would be living in 2 230 vear old Cirade two listed thatched
cottage. After all we were aol even Looking for another hiouse! The stery of how it all
bappened b too long For this short piece but is an intenesting tale and had all tle magic akout
it that k= Yew Tree Cottage

D meving it we quickly pealized that there was aothing av ailabile to s aboit the history of
the cottage, The deeds dated only from 1979 when loseph Kirton. sold Yew Toes Farm Dairy
tn = development company. Houses were built on the daity land and the cottage sold 10 3
*pestorer”, The restoration that was dene wos really jugl & modernisation and whilst we have
modern wiring, modern plumbing ard gas finsd central heating almusst mothang ks lefi to tell us
wlat tls2 original interloe was Tike, All Neors, doors, windows, plaster work and staircase are
few, with the upstairs the floor plan unrecogrisanle from the original, Luckily the exterior of
fhe coblage was Grade 2 protected and was not damaged and still displays alltbe charm that it
weas husilt with, The yeare from 1579 ko 1994 were oncs of defaull for Yew Tree Cottage with
pesglt that wie hotght & rather jaded and shabby litte howse. Hovwever Yew Tree Cotage has
special magle about it tsal we couldn't peisl and sinee we movved in we bave Degun a
programme of sympathetic redecoaliog and furnishing that will Testoes the cotlags 10 it
former ghory.

Wikh the cotlage came the barn. Leoking very ramshackls, dilnpidated and uneaned for it shil
managed to cliarm the suréeyor ol passing it for ihe mortgage. His peport said that it bad
character! Having replaced the wandews, re hung the doors and re-clad v sides e bam is
mow coming back o life. Dicidentally B wus never a barn but o workbullding alsmos
certainly huilt by carpenter and wheelwright Willizm Pocock whin fived af Tew Tree Cotlage
with his family afier B2l

Leaming abear the history of Yew Tree Cotiape has Been & very inleresting exercise and bere
I enst thank: Jean and C1 Dehney whe bave been so helpful in providing Drformation. We
penw know who Hived in the eotiage - with a coiple of gaps - and have discovensd almost
teyvond doubd the date when it was buils - 1TRS.
L

Fecentiy [ said to my wife Haael "W knowe, it wasit us that chose Yew Tree Cotage It
wig Yew Tree Cottage that chose us!" Swch i3'the charm of (hie little house with its siroag
wilrmy and welcoming prescoce

[revad Resioe
10kl blay 1905




@he Purley Baen

The steey of cur bam stans with a martiage. [n 1514 the daughicr of the lord of the mavor of
Mapledurham became engaged to the son of the lond of the manor of Purley.  Elizabeth
Elount was the bride to be and Micholas Stolobi the goom o e Both were part of the
ceretgetie and fun fovang court of the young Henry VIIL When they marriesd they came io Jive
in Purley at the ancient mancr house wWhich stood somewhere o the scath of te chirch
almiost opposite the arcient Mapledurbam Houwse,  During the coming esnlory both: these
hiouses would be pebudit. The demils of Mapledurham House are well documented and the
new destgn, Bullt in 1388 is essentially what s there today, Nichobas died in 1588, still living
in Purley as faras we con ascertain, O the ‘new’ [6th century Purdey Manor House we know
mexl Lo Aiolhing:

Tt wn only whien our apckent Bsam wad being demolished thar some cluss bepan to emerge aid
even then i1 g mach more specalotion than well documented fact,. What do we know of the
Barnn® - well we know that o 1795 it was standing  just beyond the south wall of the
churehyard and roughly pasallel il A similar buibding also appears on an easler map dated
1346, In E741 we bear of & new brick bowse buill by BEdwand Sherwood in Purley and s is
i pedsomable assumption that this hosse replaced the LGbh centruy manor bouse.  When
Maottinglom University came e do ring daling on the timbers of our barn they. [oumd (wo
distinct groups. The main beams were all from dmber felled around 173000 and most of the
secondary beams were from fimber felled around 1340, These Intier beams all bear the signs
tlat Brey wene originallly part of an older building and what more natural than when a tember
framed bowse is demelishad. the timbers showld be put o good use. There is also Little dowbs
thal the timbers came frean 2 high elass building as witnessed by the quality of the finishing
and jointing

S we mske the reasonable assumpdion that the ancient manoe |sase was raplased by a Tudor
#xle tmber framed bouse around 1540, that 1his in tum was replaced by o brick bouse in
1741 and the Hmbers rewsed ieour barn. Mow we move omio well decumented histoey. The
Bk house was replaced o its tuen by the present Purley Park and the barn was moved to its
sootnd site a1 Bobeizke Fann around [RHL  Mere it remained.  First in e as 3 Taan building
until abcund 1904, ther as stabling for the South Beckelize Hunt until 1953 when Trenthams
bought the site and used it for o workshop and store. The final move o the Reacreation
Cirouisd 15 due to the gencrosity of Bryant Homes whe have had it resiored and made available
lior cotnmunity use, principally by the scouts.

Altheogh much of interest i3 vow hidden again by cladding and distance there s still o bol o
see and we bope that as many s possible will come Lo our apen doys on 2b ol 23b June,
on bath days starting a1 2 pm.

Jeshins b .

OFFICTIAL OPENING OF PURLEY BARN 24TH JUNE

BARM AND EXHIBITON OPEN TO THE ¥YILLAGE & VISITORS ON
241k & 251h JUNE FROM 2PM - 3PM

TEA WILL BE SERVED BY THE SCOUTS

Wi showld be pleased (o receive offers of help from anybody with an hour or
mare o spare to steward andfor answer quesiions about tee exiibition.
Thosa interested should contact Pat Deane on 426180

hon i
Thae barn being carefully taken down.

Fromthis (o .. 229727

o and see for youself al Beech Road Recreation Ground 24eh2 50y June




Oral “History LGroup

Project Purley now has 25 rtape-recorded imlerviews with past and
present residents with long mempries of our village, They range over
marty aspects of Purley life, eoing hack in some cases 60 or TOvears,
and in total they amount to somewhere in the region of 28 hours of
recordings. The Lopics covered include, to name only & few, several
accounts of the River Estate in its early days with colourful description
of the floods and primitive conditions; Home Farm on its original site;
Purley Park Trust; Westbury Farm and vineyard under Bernard
Theobald; tales of the Vietnam boal people; and many others,

Except for a few of the most recent, all the tapes have been or are being
transcribed, and 1 have started a programme of putting them on (o word
processor discs.  These are somewhat slow and tedious process but will
eventually result in a very important section of Purley archive material.
Since the group was formed in 1982 a number of people have done
sterling work in conducting the interviews and transcribing, but
inevitably some have had (o drop owt for various reasons, and any offers
af help in transcribing or typing would be very welcome.

As there has been a long gap since the last report in the newsletier I felt
it was time we published a list of what we have, so here is a list
showing for each tape who was interviewed, when 11 was made, and the
main theme where possible (though in fact many of them cover a wids

ranga)
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28]
24

25

Irrvad & Rose MARTIN
Eric HOGRIN

Fred & Phyllis RAWLINGS

Hhlda DAW

Ly MWICHOLSON
Bob & Olive SKERRIT
b & Mrs KIRTON
Mrs GUTCH

Mrz E & Sybil PRYOR
A& DNICHOLS
Doris HERN

Archie & Jesse WHITE
Andrew FINDLAY
Michael CASEY

Izobel Syvkes

Elizabeth DUNCAN
Bill FISHER

Bermard THEDRALD
Rober & Ethel GUEST
Fred MAY

Joan KETTLEY
FSTURRS, Q FOCOCK
Lrig & Dennis KIRK
Eileen TOMS

Reg MARSHALL

James Heslop

Do 1974
Fan 1975

Fan 14975

Jul 1983

Sep 1983
Feb [984
Mar 1984
Apr 1984
Ful 1oE4

Cor 1934
Mowv 1986
ey 986
Jan 1988

Muy 1953
Mar [9388
Aug 1988
Do 1988
Apr 4ED
Feh 9849
Feb |95%
MMar 1989
Feb (991

[ [T I |
Apr 1904
Ape 1004

River Estate, Village

River Est & Purley Fk from 1930
River Est from aboot 19440
Willage & Purley PX from 1947
Willage & Parish coun from 1933
Farms, Kennels, ewc. from 1925
Post O, village, ete from 1940
Life at le O Reciony

Willage [rom E930, esp wartime
Raver Est. P Fark Assn, fm 1949
Long La, kennels, Menpes froil fm
Chinese pelugees from Vietnam
Purley Park Trust

Willage, csp Glebe B, fin 19305
Westbury Furm and Vineyard
Harme Fann on old site, fim 1953
The river & Mapledurham Lock
Selvond, rectoes, ete from 19205
Hunt kennels & stables, Long 1.3
Long Lane. the Forge, eic
Purley over the last 35 yedars

Purley over the last 40 yvears



o’ 3 Have n Concubine?

Wl at least two of Purley's Rectors did.  For thoss who have .!“'l
sheltered lives a concubing is a cohabiting woman without the benefit of
marriage lings. In the days when the clersy  were supposed W0 be
celibate, many of them had a concubine, everyone knew ahout it but
mirned a blind eve. Occasionally however a new bishop came along and
decided to bring things back to order. This scemed to happen in the
1390s in Purley just after John Waltham became Bishop of Salishury.
Each bishop was supposed to hold a visitation every three years al
which the clergy had 1o present their credentials, the -churchv-_'arduns had
1o prepare @ report and all were subject qustioing by the bishop, We
have quite & number of visitation reports for Purley from the 1701s,
these are in the Wiltshire Record Office and are very readable.
Churchwardens presentments from 1665 to 1835 are in the Berkshire
‘Record Office and from 1836 onwards in the Oxfordshire Archives.
We recently came upon some for Purley from the 15305 in the WRO.
But in Bishop Waltham's register there are copies of visitation reports
far 1391 and 1394, This register has recently been published by the
Canterbury and York Society and while we were hoping that there
would be information about Purley, it is noticeable that Purley returns
are missing. For 1391 Pangbourne Sulham and Tidmarsh are there but
not Purley. The answer seems to be tucked away at the back of the
Register where cases are recorded of two different vicars being accused
of concubinage. William Smyth (vicar 1387-1390) had by the ume of
the 139] visitation become Vicar of Chobham in Surrey, and hence the
jurisdiction of Bishop Waltham. One can surmise that Isabel Seman
had been named by William's successor, Thomas Bonelyth (vicar
| 3943- 13417 and the matter referred 1o the bishop of Winchester. He no
doubt ook sction against William and Isobel was kicked out.  She
would then have had o return to her own Parish (Purley) as destitute.
Now she was within Bishop Waltham's jurisdiction and on 13th August
1394 she was summoned to the bishop's palace al Sonning and
contessed that she had beeen William's concubing for Syears and had

had several sons by him, one of whom was sill a babe inarms. Asa
penance she was ordered to go around Reading market place on seven
suitahle markel days (o receive public punishment. 3She had w 20
arcund bare headed and bare footed wearing only her under-lunic with
her hair hanging loose, She had o do the same around Purley on the
next seven festival days, The 1394 wisitation seems to have caught
Stephen atte Wall (vicar 1391-1405} who was still vicar and so came
under bishop Waltham. The archdeacon was told on 17th Angust 1394
1o issue Stephen with a severe warning that his concubine Rose niust
leave Purley vicarage within three days. Swephen had confessed under
oath thaat Rose had been his concubine bul she was more of a
housekeeper and he had not had inercourse with her for six years.
However he was told in no uncerlain terms that she must go and that
there must be no improper meelings in suspicious places, He had w go
to Sherborne in September 1394 to do his perance before the bishop.

The News of the World would have had a field day with the 1391
reports.  The reparts for Newbury Deanery especially are full of
accusations of adultery, fornication and mal-practices. Stephen Albury
of Thatcham was apparently paid 20s by John Chiseldon so that the
latber could have intercourse with Stephen's Wile Marion, The vicar of
Bucklebury was fined 6s 4d for the woman living with him whom he
clamed was his sister. The vicar of Kimbury was accused aof 1ating his
heasts Foul the churchyvard and allowing William Alisander to remove
3001bs of lead from the church roof, Henry Sutter of Beedon was
accused of not auending church ona Sunday, rather he set up 4 sall
outside the church to sell shoes at service times. John Huntingdon the
vicar of Basildon was cited for committing adultery with Agnes
Schepard and Emma Tresher, both of Basildon,  Also Thomas Pye vicar
of Aldworth was involved with Agnes Clerke of Basildon. - A
fascinating read!

John Chapman
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NOTICES

Family History Fair - Bracknell

On Sun 29th October 1993
From 10am - 4pm

At Bracknell Sports Centre
Berkshire Local History Association
Wantage Walkabout 3rd June

Meet 10:30am at the Vale & Downland Muoseum.

Lunch at the Muoseum, Tour of the Exhibition in the afternoon

Watlercress Line Excursion

We are arranging 4 trip on the Midhants Watercress Line.
On Tuesday 15th or Wednesday 16th August

Anyone interested please contact Rita Denman - B44682

Chairman:

SECTEtry:

Treasurar:

Editor:

Commities:

COMMITTEE

Pal DEANE

Rita DENMAN

Henry BORDISS

Millie BORDISS

Edna BINT

John CHAPMAN

ChHIf DEBNEY

James HESLOP

Jan JOMES

|83 Long Lane
Tilehurst
{01734} 4256180

The Mimasas
Purley Village
(01734) 844082

2 Hillvigw Closa
Tilehurst
(T34 415777

As Above

Stirrups
Purley Lane
(O1734) B43205

5 Cecil Aldin Drive
Tilehurst
CO1T34) 426999

& Huckleberry Close
Purley on Thames
{01734} 413223

Tharnwood
Purley Lane
(01734) 342982

The Gatehouse
Purley Ling
{01734y 843779
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This edition's view is of
Yew Tree Cottage
in 1965



