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@he Barn Project

Although the Opening of the Bam on s new site in Beocl Road took place four manths age,
this s the first time we have published 8 newsletter simee that date and the first time 1 {as
Chptrman) have had the opportunity to put into print my thanks to EVERYONE wia helped
at any time during the six week project, Many members, quietly and umobtnzsively, helped i
different ways - culling, pasting, geming Inser copies made, casting their aftistic eye over
layouts ¢tc. The tam oul an “agsambly day® was more than gratifying.  We found sevesal
members had a flair for mounting the display boards (once the infricacies of assemblmg the
baards had been mastersd) and the eperation was completed much more quickly than we had
dared te hope when we began in the moeming

O the Saturday and Sunday thers wera yet more helpers who wers ahle W talk about the
exhibits with the visitors or take them to the section in which they were interssted. W
received many conspliments and requests 1o repeal the displays as a regular event,  As the last
person walked out of the door a well organised plan swept mio action and the place was clear
in an how. In fact we had timelabled people to help until &t least Tpme and they were more
than sumprised to find everything finished

O the following Moeaday meming [ felt somewhat "los”. For almast siv weeks 1 had made
iy way to the Parish Booms and had become part of a group with comman interssts and aims
amel frsendsbip. T think Jan and [ will miss the fimes we spent poring over the minute details
of pictures and the discoveries we made! Yes, we enjoyed the experietce

Froject Purley has one more vote of thanks and that is 1o someons who s not a member - Ron
Denman.  Without his help in producing 21l the captwns and text our project would have
become f nightmare. 1 seemed that whatever size, shaps or style we asked, he was able to do
it at wory short motice. Mot only that, he deciphered our scribble and comrected our spelling
mistabis! Thank you Ron firom us all

Pat DEANE
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REV OF MEETINGS

On the 19th of May, Clive Williams visited us to talk about our
neighbouring village Basildon, bringing with him his portable exhibition.
We heard how the seed of local history was sown, when Clive dug up in
his garden a 19th century brick made in Basildon. The brick fascinated
him and he was anxious to discover more about the local brick making
industry. A good deal of research was done on this topic, until Clive felt
that he was able to give a talk on the Basildon Brick Makers. One thing
led 10 another and before long the brick making gave way to ofher local
history, until he became totally absorbed in Basildon and its history,
travelling to all parts of southern England in quest of missing links and
confirmation of  research. The exhibition of photographs and
memorabilia was excellent.  The talk, delivered with a great sense of
humour was very enjoyable the basis of which is contained in Clive
Williams published book, appropriately entitied “Basildon.”  There will
be only one run of this book, so a quick purchase was advised,

On June 16th a party of 19 Members and friends met at the National
Trust car park on Streatley Hill ready to walk-about at The Holies.
James Heslop had done the preparation in readiness for a walk over
territory which was new to most of us.  The entrance to The Holies was
across the road, through a lightly wooded area on a slight incline.  The
evening was perfect for walking.  As we walked we came across a
variety of large patterns set out in stones and flints.  Imaginations ran
riot and one or two members suggested that we needed black pointed
hats! The terrain became steeper until we were on quite a high level
before beginning on a slight descent down the other side of the hill when
the river Thames and Goring and Streatley came info view. It was a
picture post card view, despite the telegraph wires and a fitting climax to
the walk. 'We retraced our steps and decided while the light held, to
continue in the other direction onto Larden Chase.. After a short walk
we reached a point where there was a far reaching view across the valley,
All in all it was a very interesting evening, but it was the scent of the
wild honeysuckle at The Holies that I shall remember in the dark days of
winter

This vear Ron and [ were very pleased to welcome evervone to The
Mimosas for the Society Summer Barbecue on July 21st. The summer
had not yet developed into equatorial conditions and the evening was
pleasantly warm. It was a relaxing and informal occasion when a
barbecue meal was enjoyed in the company of other members and
guests. The garden was at its best and everyone enjoyed the out of
doors, until dark.

The Society’s new venture this year was in the form of a summer outing.

This took place on Tuesday August 15th, when Dave Roscoe led a party
visit to The Watercress Line, the preserved Mid Hants Railway. It was
an extremely hot day, and every little bit of shade was keenly sought

Once Henry Bordiss and Dave Roscoe had secured our tickets and the
period cloakroom had been inspected, we set off in a group to see the
watercress beds.  In its season, the watercress was supplied daily to
Covent Garden transported on the train which came to be known as the
Watercress Line,  We went our own ways to explors the lovely town of
Arlesford, and for lunch, meeting up again for the delights of the steam
railway and all the nostalgic sights and sounds and to remember how
black soot is!  Whilst the grown-ups were wallowing in nostalgia, the
younger set were getting all excited about Thomas the Tank Engine and
his friends Henry (or was it James) and Diesel who were busily puffing
up and down the line,. Dave Roscoe’s brief on the facts and figures of
the preservation of the railway was an intreduction to the talk which he
will be giving in October.

FUTURE MEETINGS,

15th Sept. 1995 Biscuits and Royals- David Downs. A review will
appear in the next edition of The Newsletter,

20th Oct. 1995 The Preservation of the Mid Hants Railway- David Roscoe,
10th Mov. 1995 More about Beading Abbey - Leslie Cram.
Bth Dec. 1995, Christmas Social Evening,

Rita Denman Hon. Sec




YALES OF THE BARN DISPLAY

or

yOU DOW'T HAVE 0 BE AN EXPERT

A an kgnofaimus. . e Jomsl i less kmaledeeshle membes ol Praject Purley, |
(gt pthers might b comfarted by my expericnie i working with tur experl
hastorizns. on the Barn displiy. When Jahn Chapman sugpested the ide of & display
[ thee official opeding of te Puriey barmn on the 241k June | wolunpeerad s a willing
pair ol linds. buk was aculely aware that T had neither kaowledge nor material 10
contrabute., Thoy say i fitle knowledpe is a dangerons thing, hut | wies sooe o [iri)
ol thal no knowledge bt all can bea greal avintage! Most ol the matenal came
Fram John imself with a large helping from Pt Deane anid CHET and Jean Lehnty,
fal o (et peahlbem wits what leave oul.  Hetween them they Bave S0 much
plesia thal wiven cnongh Gme i enerpy we could bt [illed six bams with
displays, And ihis is where { e in. 1 fowed oo difcaiy all in playing the mle
af unintereed villier sd (herefore miluence whil Wik incloded and wlse e way il
wive A B Pl overs Even oo caperly sometimes gel carriid wway with quating
solugene mlers for sources o delining exacily how wicke @ faneel his 1o e 10
Fecemrie it wiilon W Bl Wi Wi s i b kil 2 stoey. s’ il

Prwhiie 1 koup Ui in evEryone s mand meant (et 1 bl 10 b guite sy al Limes,
sk s Bk wall tetl you. s o area whene 1am i oxperl!

[ b | ot alone i feeling shighily wnimckaed by thie skills of ur experls, &
piher members have mentioned lging wery DCEvOLE ot volunleering sl
sbisplives o Lhiar oo, UL is 50 worthwhile, 1 lpamt a tremendous umdmt during, the
five o six wieeks but the MostimporLant 1esSon wis that our experts didn't Lok upon
1 i AR SO By mon @5 o v adiencs Tor their knowledpe thal they wies
sl angare: i redly io s ar,

G et Gimie wie e Tookine e wolinecers, come and join in. Remmber,
R e st all s b i grEn wlvantage.

Jum JORESR

ECHOES OF THE MENPES FAMILY

Mombers may rogcall the piecs in the Septeniary 1524 Heweletier
where John Chapman reported on the vigit of Joan McBride 1n-= hc;-
husband toe Purley, from Australia, seeking information about har
. ancestor, Mortiner Menpes, who had coonections with
purl':":' and Dangbourng. Joan's Great Grandmether was a sister of
Mertimer Menpes who was, of course, borni in Australia. 3 ;

!-.:aui gocaaion te coptact her in July because I had sesn in tha
zai-ﬁ- Telegraph aof 4 July a notice inssrted by Lhe Treasury
Solicitor Lendsn, which I f=lt would ke of interest ta her.

The notice esfarred Lo one Michael Mortimer Menpes who had died

in D-{.-Iznr:xre:' 1953 at Oxford, le=aving an eatate of about

Skl w‘l;r;iif;n 5-: I‘.-u: decfased wera Agked to apply to the

s ) r,e::-ms-: S.Bpa. would be Caken to adminisber
which would then go to the CEown,

From the records as St Catherine='s I learned that Michael Menpes
: :5_1_ Q_.ﬂ:,_-,r._i in 1%3% and died ther= inm 1993, a bachelor
sged 54, His Eather was a Walter Menpes who I think would be oa
grandson of Mortimer Menpes. )

I hawe s.uhseque:r.tl}' weard from Jean MgBride who had writtea Lo
London with the relevamt informatien, and they had replied W- the
that :.-]-.z iz a hiood relative of the decsaged, indeed a
Fopse <ousin, The degres of ralaciomship ie inaufficient in

glish Law of Intestata Succession to share in Che #state 1in
prioricy to che Crown:

& dimappointment

gLarted the whole Ching off.

:rl::n .':I.d-.ﬁ:.'.iskl!-:] me if there i@ any means of finding cut if anyone
:31.1-§.k-19 oF whethar the Crewn benefited. I ahall make soma

enguiries about this. 1 am keeping if tough with her,

for the McBrides and lndesd for me as I had

Millie BORDLEE




THE QLD OAK TREE
A Romance

How many winters have you known?
How many springtimies have vou grown?
How many swaines have dallied here

And how many lasses shed a tear?

When were you in your prime?

When was vour summertime?

When did yon hear the huntsman’s cry?
When did you see the falcon flv?

When did the forest disappear

and leave vou lonely standing here?

Your body now is but a cage,

Your branches show the hurricane’s rage.
Youth freated you with scorn

And left vou burnt, scarred and torn.

AL Last, revered by Purley’s olk,

Still - vou have the heart of oak.
Iita Denman




THE KITCHEMER BATTALIONS PROJECT

ik ek A

Just over two years ago Reading Universily Extra- mural Department
adyerised a workshop on Word War One, As it loaked interesting | signed
up far il, ittle realising that it was going 1o changs my life. Whal had looked
ar first like a well crganised study course with a lecturer having all the
maternals 1a hand urned out 10 be research project with no stafing poant and
no grourdd rules, A small group of s met at Bulmershe and spent several
weeks thrashing out whet we were going lo do.  There was general
agreemen] that we would be studying the Royal Berkshire Hegimaent and that
in order 1o provide some focus we would concentrate on the three Kilchener
Eatlalions which servad on the wesiem front, the Sth, th, and Sth.

Wile were 8 mixed bunch, Three were already quite knowledgeable about the
subject, fwo of us were computer buffs, one was only really interested in the
Boer \War, ane a police inspector and anotber was a mediaaval hislonan. we
were joined later by a libraian, Cur first step was to froll around 1o see whal
materials wers o hand. One group looked up the war diarias at the Public
Recced Office, another group read through all the local papers of the period
another started tracking down the present day families of the men whose
names arcse oul of the research. Very soon an impressive amount of
maieral began to accumulate and il was then thal the computer came into its
o (o store index the information.

After about a year we decided to concentrate on the Battle of Loos and see
whgther we could pubdish 8 booklel o commemorate the battle's 800
amniversary on 25th Septembar 1985, This we eveplually managed 10
achigve through the good offices of the University's Graphic Ars Department
as two students used our material for their course work project. The rasull
was entiled "Heeding the Call' and was published just in time for the
anniversary. A small number of us paid a visit to the battlefield on the
anniversary date and joinad in the local commemarations which was attended
by representatives from France, Belgium, Sermany and Brtain.  The
carmmemarations focused on planting a tree In the middle of what was the
no-mans-lard 1o replace the one which had been shot to pleces 80 years ago

ways the information we managed to dig out has radically changed
In many

i " The men we were following were
fivie of the First Warld WVar e
our pErSFi:DmE from all walks af life who responded 10 the call migr?oday
Hdm?wyﬁim an enthusiasm that would be urldu_alh,r mpnsant:let}: mzwad puhli&
I:ﬂun-.-?rlue using personal lellers and papers which had ney v.:-r nde?he. N e
E;I:JE Trey revealed a great deal a!;mn howl_ the g‘n;g lgl:tda A
iti ich they wers obliged to hve. od, : %
Ny ﬁ‘M‘ILE_h i fear of being blown to Dils ai
et alone the constant e _ oi
e i coyrage which they exhibiiad,
began Lo appreciale the raw e
s ir 1ri far stronger than the [ear for their
i frigir Triends was far sirang
e ' iy workshop has for most of
; d it as a shor-term sludy
L ket moving from Loos on 1o the
ai | 4 lifefime inerest. Ve ara now [§] :
Lézx;rh'u::g E:ug?'mdp:ffo‘pumsh the niext book in time for s BOLh anraversary an
1

i July 19896,

John CHAPMARN

| The Kitchener Battalions of the
Royal Berkshire Regiment
at the Battle of Loos 1915

S




wie siled” | from Fanaical, This refers o Anthony Morris,  wiho died on | | June
{40 amed 7 monts 15 days. He wrote agan in Oclober tat the body pickled in
Fan would sion by arriving on Caplain Sowden's ship. "Phillip & Jasen” were w
v, B and place him in o cedar and lead coffin gl the Wharf when 10 guns weng
o b Vered. Afer aoday in Belleiste House, prayers were 10 be eead a2 the baby wis
placed in the "Belleisie Family Voolt" next 1o hos sister, Al the same tme. all twe
planiation negroes wee 1o have i holiday and, wesnring "Scalves wd bat bands™, 1o
antendd the ceremeny i the Vaali,

e mmomey eeguired for lving expenses werg condrodled by Mosses Anmstrong and
the letters nelude several applications o themn for advances,  Desplie promiscs o
keep his spemding down, AGS recorved g ig from Robert Giles, concle maker, 0
septennbyr i ordened i lindio Boed waih Bioe "moe” sl leaber with paent asles
fus b el versd within bwo monils e a maximem cost el E300 fur Mrs Sonee's e,

Capdary Sewden on whose ship they had saled from Jamaice o Lomdon,  scems 1o
heeve retained some of thear "cloaths” inthe Taocks. In September AGS asked Messrs
Arinsiiodies 10 make enguiries and leer,  when nothing had seove, o advince
momey for meplcement=. 1o October be drew £ on thean o0 " purchase mady
s, dan the litle stranger™ swith i promoise ncol o deivs iy e,

Theene is i ap in the letters Botween 50 November and |8 December when e wrole
“Blrs Storer & oy Hite o are doing as well oz possibie”. “This refers we Elrzbeth
Fanny Suwer who was bom ap Purdey Park on 3 Decembes and bapiized i Forley
{lgrch the following January. This baby and 4 more, nceluding the Major, all born
il Purley suevived 1w adulthood, The #th and youngest chifd was bom aed dicd in
Funaniy,

Purher work mecds do be doase o adennly the addesesses, edes ol the cormespandents
anl Hee peorsons nimed in the letters.

lenn DEAKREY

-

=

Chasrman:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Editor:

Commites:

COMMITTEE

Fat DEANE

Rita DENMAN

Henry BORDISS

Millie BORDISS

Edna BINT

John CHAFMAN

ClIll DEBNEY

James HESLOP

Jan JOKES

L83 Long Lane
Tilehurst
(1734 426180

The Mimosas
Furley Village
(07347 44682

2 Hillvigw Close
Tilehurst
{01734y 415777

As Above

Stirrups
Purley Lane
(01734) 843205

5 Cecil Aldin Drive
Tilehurst
(01734) 426999

8 Huckleberry Close
Purley on Thames
{01734y 413223

Thormwaod
Purley Lang
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Dismantling work on Purley's anciemt barn
at Trenthams old site
hegan at the beginning of January 1995
This photo shows rebuilding completed
at Beech Road Recreation Ground
just hefore the opening
on 24eh June 1995







