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EDITOR'S NOTES

The next meeting of Project Purley will be heldhat Parish Office, Beech Road
at 8.00 pm on the usual third Friday of the morgpt€mber 15th. This will be
an open meeting when all will be welcome. Membéithe Society wi
demonstrate how they go about their research. ytlmeahat you have an old
house or an interest in a place you would likertovk more about and would
perhaps welcome some suggestions as to how togyosu:interest

A video is available of the Project Purley repreatan
of the Court Baron held in Purley in 1786.
A blank video cassette accompanied by a £5.00tnote
Rita Denman at The Mimosas, Purley Village will@@cyour copy
ALL PROCEEDS to MACMILLAN CANCER RELIEF

TO DATE £7100 HAS BEEN FORWARDED

We are indebted to Bill Fisher for the reproductidrhe programme for the
Temperance Festival held at Parley Hall in 189though electronically
enhanced, some of the wording was entirely obliégekrand it has not been
possible to reproduce the programme in its entirety

The Christmas Party Rick Jones has kindly agrees twolding our party in
The Gatehouse and we shall meet there at 8.00 priri@ay §' December

2001 The Society's meetings will resume next yaahe usual monthly basis
commencing on January"1@t 8.00 pm. in the Parish Room. Details of
speakers etc. will be announced later.

STOP PRESS ~ PROJECT PURLEY TEA TOWEL

A new supply of the Project Purley tea towel haived - the design has been
slightly amended i.e. the wording "in the year 2008s been deleted. As the tea
towel is light and therefore cheap to pdsproved to be a very popular gift to
send to overseas relatives and friends Jast ClagstBo, if you are looking for an
attractive, easy to pack, inexpensive (the priceaias at £3) gift, please
remember the Project Parley tea towel and contantBetts on 9422485 to place
your order



GOOSECROF'T ART FESTIVAL

The next event in our cycle of celebrations willdrearts exhibition.
This will be called the Goosecroft Art Festival amitl be held on
Saturday 39 September and Sunday:Dctober in thesa11l.
Incidentally, the area where the barn is located evece called
Goosecroft.

The various strands that will make up the exhihitoe»

* An art competition and display of the work ofdnts and
Juniors from local schoals

« Adisplay of the work of Seniors from locakthools

* A series of displays and talks on important artigith Purley
connections (Cecil Aldin, Mortimer Mempes efc)

« A display of paintings showing Purley and neigintiag
parishes.

e An opportunity for local artists to display andlgkkir work

* An opportunity for groups or individuals to displagd sell
their craft work

Various members are involved in this project arid itoped as
many members as possible will support the evssivith the
exhibition there will be a need for stewarding atiter help
during the weekend.

This should be a very interesting exhibition argl ithvolvement
of the schools will be an important part of thidlerinium
celebration,



V4D
BEATING THE BOUNDS - 2000 r} B

Members of Project Purley set off from Btary's church at 180 am. on kJuly.
We were waved on our way with a 'bon voyage' framels Heslop. As we got
into our stride we were very much aware that weevestually re-enacting the
ancient custom of walking the Parish Boundance a regular event to ensure
that everyone in Purley knew exactly where the bisuay.

Negotiating Church Mews, Waterside and Brading Waysoon found ourselves
on the old Thames towpath - well trodden over #muries by countless horses
pulling their bargeslohn Chapman reminded us of the closeteyaf the horse
ferry. We headed upstream passing through thengjsgate and entered the lush
meadows (once known as Has&tMarsh Mead - names now forgotten)
Mapledurham Lock was its usual bustle of activiiyhvboating holiday- makers.

The Starting Point

Once again the tow path crossed several more thdilliy named meadows
which, even today, can be easily identified bydtikkexisting ditches and
hedgerows dividing them. Very soon we beheld a¥ie® of Hardwick House
which as John Chapman pointed out was the sceaalifmish during the Civil
War when Charles Il stayed there. It seemed inme &t all that we reached the
Sul Brook, found a pleasant spot to sit down, dh@recluding our two dogs who
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enjoyed the outing) tucked into a picnic. Afterftead hour or so we headed
south alongside the Sul towards the railway bridgeerel bade my farewell to
the party as | was going to a local wedding> aM&iry's of course!

I returned home walking beside the railway embankreWestbury Lane, whilst
the other walkers croas theA329and continued along Sulham Laue to Home
Farm.

TomHine

At Home Farm we had a look at the ancient wateralvhew attached to the barn.
We then departed from the route shown in the bookteJohn Haggerty, the
Sulham Estate Manager, had given us permissionilowf the private path that
follows the western boundary of the garden of Buall.

We had a good view of the canal and then walkedgalide the wall of the
enclosed kitchen garden and soon reached the gabtjgath that skirts along the
southern boundary of Purley Hall, which we followtechave a look at the
remnants of the base of the statue of Herculeatehus,

We rejoined the walk as described in the bookl¢hénlarge field south of Sulham
Woods in the company of skylarks that were singind soaring in the sky above
us After the trudge down Long Lane the footpath froong Lane to Cornwall
Close camasa relief Herewe could see the remnants of the parish boundary
bank.

The network of roads and footpaths that we followedn to the Oxford Road
was a sharp contrast to the rural setting of thieeaart of our walkOnce we
reached the Oxford road we crossed over into Skigvtay and walked back to
where the walk started

Ben Viljoen



SUMMER BARBECUE

On a beautiful summer's evening in July, Projecteytheld their annual
barbecue. | was invited as a guest to Rita andormars home for the first
time this year and their peaceful garden is théepesetting with its lovely view
over the valley to the Chilterns

As usual, members of the Society brought a vadégalads and sweets and we
were not left hungry after Ron's delicious barbedoergers, sausages and
chicken. There was much talk about Project Purkeytsessful Millennium
events, in particular the Court Baron and somegshakere passed around, much
to some people embarrassmerit was good to hear plans being made for the
future too

All'in all it was a relaxing evening including aeplsant stroll for most of the
guests around the meadow at the back of the house New faces and existing
members mingled with a strong sense of local itienti

| would like to thank Rita and Ron for a lovely avand all those who helge
make it such a pleasure.

Sarah
Betts
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REVIKW OF EVENTS s

COURT BARON

From the moment on the eveningzath June when we walked into the Purl
Bam we knew we were going to experience somettpegial. An area of (
beautiful barn had been screened off and with adefivtouches it had becorhe
Red Lyon, alehouse, venue of the last Court BanohGourt Leet held in Purley
1786. An area for the Court to be held was arrasgeme end and the remaini
area was set with long radiating tables to acconateothe participants and visiu
who would attendThere was 18 century music to entertain and mine host, Jo
Emmons, and his serving wenches were already lbasytheir tap room keepi
their customers happy with refreshmefrtte floor was strewn with sweet herl
rosemary and lavender, to allay the odour thaibikers would bring with the
When crushed underfoot the herbs released a veagant scent

There was an excellent attendance, and villageng ¢eom all areas of Purley
experience a little bit of its history. As the matmaracters arrived dressed in th
authentic 18 century clothes the atmosphere grew, and theaofithe narrator
man obviously of the Zs’Lemwydressed in dinner suit and black tie causbd a

among the 18 century villagers. The narrator kept those presgatmed of wi
was going on internationally and nationally andasvillage level in 1786.
also guided everyone through the proceedings, ewpipthe procedures a
drawing parallels with the ¥8and 21 centuries.

There was a great deal of good humoured ribbingdest the guests amdrrai
and everyone seemed to slip easily from tHetb&he 21sicentury and back aga
A pause had to be taken for the flypast of Conddideests were provided witl
programme which explained the various terms usedyame added informati
about the real people who had taken part in theahproceedings. Also provid
was an informative news sheet which gave the néwsealay in 1786, cull
from the archives of the Reading Mercury.

AU eyes were on the new Lord of the Manor, RobesitiMth, as he arrived in
fashionable London clothes with his London airs grates. He had recen
acquired the manor of Purley Magitais believed from a gambling debt, aiid
come down to survey his new property and commisaioap to date map. T
18" century has been dubbed the age of gamblingkitdsn that Rob
Macreth and his friends were wen into the Londamlgiing scene.

10



The Project Purley members who played the partiseofeal villagers 1786
brought the whole thing alive and all the guestsre into the spirit of the
evening joining in wholeheartedly and adding their own coemis. At the end of
the Court Baron which dealt with the administratadrthe village there was more
music, and bread and cheese was served with tlid ligfreshment

After the break came the COUIt Leet which was desilgto deal with
misdemeanours. It was a unique moment when athiles presenover twelve
years of agestood as freemen of the parish and swore the vidvaikpledge
pledgng their loyalty to their Lord of the Manor and prising to hold mutual bail
or pledge for the good behaviour of his neighbours.

With the Court proceedings ovéine assembled company took their fill of the
remaining bread, cheese and &le one wanted to go home and the buzz of
conversation and laughter continued to'Tihe Red Lyoh The only person
anxious to leave was Robert Macreth, Lord of thedfawho was heard to
comment that he couldrget out of this odour and back to Lomdyuickly
enough. Perhaps his final comment was in the fettliefore the ink was hardly
dry on his new maghis name had been crossed off and a new ownetedser

Rita Denman

THE HISTORY OF PURLEY

Jean Debney's opening remark at the beginningedfotlrth milennium lecture
titled 'Purley Through the Ages' was "Is there hisyory to Purley and is there
anything worth talking abo@t The following hour or so was a masterful
overview of the last 1000 years of Purtelyistory which allayed any doubts that
Purley very definitely has a colourful histognd has many links to Royalty and
National historyTo allow listeners to follow all the boundary chasgnd the
field patternthe lecture was accompanied by a series of fasegalides of maps
and plans.

In. the beginning. The earliest written evidence farlduisin William the
Conqueror's Domesday survey of 1086. Two manorbsteel both of which
belonged to Edward the Confessor before the Comhcares Norman barons
afterwards. The largest manatentified as Purley Magna was held by Rogen
of Siegfried and taxed fod12 hides. The othePurley Parvawas onlyl2 hide
and was held by Theodoric the Goldsmith.
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There are two reasons why we know that Purley exist Saxon timeg-irst!
was recorded as an existing settlement in the DdayeBook and secondly
parish name, variously spelt in old documents RPdplerlaa (1086)Pur
Purlegh (I13c.)and Purly (I7c.) is compiled of two old English relents.

first, 'Pur], is thought to mean either a pear treesmipe or bitternThesu
which is featured in the Project Purley logo, likesiest in marshes or d
meadowsHowever near Westbury Lane there used to be anch@asture ~
Pear Tree Pightle (or Piddle) which belonged totéfhirch By 1840 the 1
had beewvirtually obliterated by the newly built Great Westd&ailway.
second element, ‘ley' means a woodland clearingenthees have been felled
a field), a common placename suffix

TThe Middle Agesin this section Jeaexplained how the manors changed Iu
many timesNone of the various manorial Lords actually livestd) instead
leased their estates to tenant farmers. Some wengrkas copyholders and (
occupied a small cottage and a few acres of landarchaeological dig car

out by members of Project Purley before the newresion to the church was 1
in the 1980s, revealed sevemllow' burials with large flints placed on each
of the head, a @tom thought to date from the Middle Ages

The 1500's We can only guess how Purley was affdnte¢he traumatic relig
changes of the 1500's. The earliest probate recatdsfrom the 1500's. in
wills the men named their wife, children and ottedatives and neighbour
whom they left clothing, animals and other possgssiFrom this information
can start to construct family groups. Craftsmetedighe tools of their tr
which they owned

Puder in the 1600' s This section dealt with rates manorial recordgro
records and willsand the civil war between 1640 and 1660. This jgecius
gap in recordDuring the Commonwealth the Rector ofrly was Da
Raynor, a Puritan and Congregationalist. At thetétation he was ejecte
favour of Rev. Thomas Blagrave.

Pude)! in the 1700's Jean related the fascinatimy of the church, r
accompanied by an illustration of how they looked ahich villager
responsible for their upkeep. Some parts were siatls, presumablyrovide
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by the more wealthy mdoers of the community. Others were wooden rails of
differing lengths according to thaarcial standing of th@erson responsible
Alsoin thissection Jean inctiedthe Tumpike Road, the River Thames and the
Roebwek Ferry, John George &benrood who lived at Purley Lodge, the licensed
premies known as The Red Lyondithe change in ownership offfey Magna

Purleyin the 1800' s This covered the arrival of the Sttamily and the building
of Purley Park Mansin betweenB00 - 1805, the Great Western Railway which
was castructed in 1840 and the rise of the Sherwood famillPumley This period
also overed the opaing of the scholoin 1873 for all local children between the
ages 65 and 10 years, and theegoration of the church in 1869 - 70.

The 2™ Centny At thebeginning of the] 900's Purley was still a srhaliral

paiish with few residentsnal few houses. In the 1920theold order began to
breakupwith the ske of Pu ley Park in 1920. In 1935 Mr Fanniloe of Pur leykPa
offered canping plots in a large fld near the church. The owners formed a strong
community spirit which in 1936 deveped into the Purley Park Property Owners
Associdion. Also in 1936 the old blacksmith's shop was dished for road
widening. It $ood where he trafficlights are now mthe comer of Long Lize and
Oxford Road After the war the Memorial Hall was built tacommemorate those
lost in two wort wars. It wa built by vduntary labour and was completed in
1953 and issiill in regular’ use Sincethe 19" century when there was never more
than 220 souls living in Putey, the popuktion has inceased, and atthe las census
in 1991 ha readed over BOO. Itis impossilbe to indude all thathis ébsorbing
lecture ontaned. The fll attendine and the lively gestion and answer time
demondratedthe interest therés in the fascinating history of Purley

Rita Denman.
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THE MILLENNIUM EXHIBITION

The Saturday that the exhibition opened was a veardisunny June day.
10.00 amthe Goosecroft Fair was in fun swing on the nedidgdgt and the do-
to The Barn were opened wide. Project Purley wadyre

Plans for the exhibition had be@rmulatedover eighteen months with
expertise of Pat Deane to lead the projaicted (and perhaps hindered)Ay
Betts and Millie Bordiss. 'The excellent standsevetreated by Ben Viljoen
John Chapmarand with Pat's meticulous plannialithe carefully prepa
exhibits fitted into place without a hitch

It was cool in Théarnthat opening morning. 'There was a steady stream
visitors who were happy to linger and chat with ometlaer and Project Pur
members, as memories of days gone by were revived.

We had providedi book inviting comments and questipaad many visitor$c
the opportunity to air their views, ask further gtiens and make requests
copies of some of the material shown

One of the nicest things that came out of the ewsstthe delight and inter
shown by various people whose memories ofPurlelyagi many years.

One afternoon we haa"sMonica Venner and Mrs Gwen Theobald visiting at
same time. Their obvious pleasure of seeing onthanagain, and look
together at the various photographs of Purley ysdpne by, was delightfu
see. Both ladies, now in their nineties, had modeilt of the old days inPur

It was obvious that both had contributed much to gdléfe.

'Then, another day, a Mrs Hine visitéter husbandnow eighty, had b
manager at th®.A.K. Nurseries in Long Lane. She had brougbn,
photograph of her husband takeri 947 at the Nurseries and in the distanc
showed thdilehurstwater towe! Impossible now!

These were just some of the people of Purley whtecd here were many rm
Possibly some were newcomers to the village whddvga away with
knowledge that Purley on Thames has an infiniteestb memories of its pee
and their lives going backver the centuries.

Millie Bon
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