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CHAIRMAN 'SMESSAGE

As thiswill be my last Chaiman's messageis perhaps appropriate thdbok back ove
the last 5 years and consider what the achieveréfeject Purley have been.

The last 5 years have of course been chaiseteby two major events; the 500
anniversary of the Wilders living in the Sulharnlg and the millennium celebratioas:
in each of these everfsoject Purley has played a major part.

What we have achieved could not have been done wtithe hard work and dedication o
the management comr@e and members of the socidtyhas all been great fun and
have the satisfactioof knowing that we have pieed our part in helpint build a sense o
commurity in our comer of the Thames Valley.

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

19" January 2001 More Childhood Menries -
Jean Harland - 8.00pm The Paish
Room, Beedh Road.

16" February 2001 Onbeing Charman of tre Naional
Fedeation of Family History
Societies- Cliff D elmey - 8.00pm
The Gatehouse,Purley Lane

16" March 2001 Annud General Meeting followed
Jean Debney speking aout her visit
to Sdt Lake Gty
8.00 pn The Gaehouse,Purley Lane



OUR MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

As a society we can be jifgbly proud of ou contibution to theMillennium
celebraitons

The five public lectures were well attended anderned the history bour patish
to a far ider audience that we norrhafteach.

Both the historickand the art exhibitias were well suppted andhe feedbackn
thevisitors book for these two ediitions was veryositve. What was particularly
pleasing was the amount of time that people spakimg atthe echibitions and
the numbethat returned for a second laok

Those lucky enough to get hold of tickets for ttei€Baronhad a wonderful
treat My only regret was that we did not have mdran e performance.
Howeve, the video that Ron Denman made has kthimanymore peopleo
enjoy the evening

The numbeof peoplethat attended the parish perartdiionwasdisappointing
however the pamphlet that JoGhapma producedwill enable théntrepid to do
their own peramblation.

The generous grant from the Millennium Festival Adgagreatly assted in all
these eventsnd has also enabled us to laminate atllustaical display materia

The tea towel that we produced for the millennitam heen a gréauccess and the
ones wih the yea 2000 printed on them have all been solde Venture Scots

and Charlotte at the Post @# have sold sufficient ofi¢ Millennium booklets to
cove the direct costs

It has &l taken a lot of hard work by members of jeiwPurley but | am ste that
all these activities have ensured happynoies of theVlillennium yea to vey

many people irfPurley. Ben Vilioen - Chairman
iljoen - [



A L)

MORE MEMORIES OF THE OLD DAYSN PURLEY

In July1984 the lée Mrs Elzabeth Pryor and h@aughter Sybil were interviewe
andthe conversatiorecorded oriape and subsequenthanscibed.lt is;
fascinding accairt of Purley and its p@ple from around1926. Syfi Pryor ha
given pemissia for parts of the trasciiption to be includedn The Newsletter

Mrs Pryor's canedion with Puley began in 1926 when iheidowed maher,
Mrs Liste, broudt he family of seven children to live at the old Rery, Much
later Mrs Pryor , who had moved awayfter he mariage in 1933 but then lost
her own husbad in Worlld War 2 boubt the house from theest ofthe famiy and
lived there fran about 1948 wih her children, including Sybiluntil it was sold

in 1964, and demolishedin 1966.

It was the late autun of 1926when we moved into the old Rectory. Titst

thing that comes tmind is walking to church on a summer Sunday morning
starting early so asto pick the mushrooms in the meadow on the lefigalon
to-wards the church, anddiing them behind one of the big trees until oneecam
out of church and pic/red them up hoping no onel#veae you. Another is going
with my mother 1.1rs Lister up to the little cottage on the Oxfé&tdad, just about
where the bashelter now is opposite Trenthams (which was therAidins), to
visit Mrs Kirton still in bed with her baby Charlighe first newly born babiya
seen.

Another was sitting in the shade, and not manthink can remember this, on a
hot day under the row of huge chestnuts in thd figdt above thlock on this
side of the riverd think | have pulled the jerry across on its chaboge the
church where the towpath had to cross back to @e sf the Thames, after the
coming of theailway had caused it to be moved along the bit frbelittle ferry
house above the Roebuck

| remember we werdill allowed to dive off the lock piers below tleek, and
good deal of showing off was done, @ahdhink we were allowed to swim in th
weir pool.Certainly we were allowed to swim in Whitchurch weiopby th
Swan in the late 1920s until someone got drowneénviboth pools were banne
for bathing Funnily enough, returning to Purley as | often d@m much mal
conscious of how itiidl gives me the same feel, than of the changes

Of the old Rectoritself my early recollection is of seeing the backs of myhmot
and ny Auntie Evelyn Palgrave who built Lane Cottage tombarher, bendin
over the great and beautlfrockery which sloped steeply upin a little stretch
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of lawn and crazy paving outside the drawing-rooimdaw. How grateful we
were to the Rector, now unknowvho took the drive round to the north side of
the house and left that lovely secluded southisigeace We had good old Mr
Heath to do the gardeile and his wife lived in the near side of the Rasvli
house, which was then two cottages, the furtherbeieg the school teacher's
cottage.

Whenwe came at the end d®26there was no electricity in the Street, and there
was on engine in the annexe in the backyard ofati®ry to make enough light
for the housgbut otherwise it was all ga®©Id rectories were always perfect for
bringing up large families. We were seven of uidodin whenwe first went
there My father was a doctor in Aberdeen and died in Ahalia in the first
World War, and my mother had the job of bringingagth and finding a roof
for us We had an old vicarage in Dorset for seven yearmsreskve had a happy
childhood, the vicar then being a bacheldhen came a vicar with a family so
we had to turn outAfter endless hunting the old rectory at Purley V@amd,
which made another roomy home for us. That waseaehd 0f.926
The point about old
rectories, and very much
so in this case, is that
there are always two
staircases for playing
hide end seek, lots of
little boiler rooms and
boot rooms and lamp
rooms, all with
unspoileble brick or flag
floors, for storing
welingtons, mending
punctures, and nuisg
sick cats, or for use as
dark-rooms. Puriey Rectory
Huge old cellars, toowith vaulted wine stores where the big old cokésboi
lurked, and its coke. We couldn't afford to hawenitvery much so the house was
often cold, though never damp, because we werdhatdhe gravel was just
below the surface. except when the roof leaked in the lead gulliesrétwas
hardly a time when it didn't leak somewhere

After losing my husband in the last war | was ablering my six children to this
old rectory when we had to leave our rectory infidlands so it made a good



of lawn and crazy paving outside the drawing-rooimdaw. How grateful ve
were to the Rectonow unknownwho took the drive round to the north side of
the house and left that lovely secluded southisigeace We had good old Mr
Heath to do the gardeie and his wife lived in the near side of the Rasvli
housewhich was then two cottagehke further one being the school teacher's
cottage.

When we came at the endl®&26there was no electricity in the Streahd there
was on engine in the annexe in the backyard ofab®ry to make enough light
for the housgbut otherwise it was all ga®Id rectories were alwg perfect for
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childhood, the vicar then being a bachelor. Themea vicar with a family so
we had to turn out. After endless hunting the elctary at Purley was found
which made another roomy homefor Tihat was at the end of 1926

The point about old
rectories and very much
so in this case, is that
there are always two
staircases for playing
hide end seekots of
little boiler rooms and
boot rooms and lamp
rooms all with
unspoileble brick or flag
floors, for storing
wellingtons, mending
punctures, and nursing
sick catsor for use as
dark-rooms Purley Rectory
Huge old cellarstoo, with vaulted wine stores where the big old cokédelboi
lurked, and its coke. We couldn't afford to hawenitvery much so the house was
often cold, though never damp, because we werdhatdhe gravel was just
below the surface. except when the roof leaked in the lead gulliesre was
hardly a time when it didn't leak somewhere

After losing my husband in the last whrwas able to bring my six children to $hi
old rectory when we had to leave our rectory initiidlands so it made a good



continuity from 1926to 1964.The garden was also a perfect family garden wit
room for biking, sledginggardening, and playing n«it-all Wimbledon tennis,
the rather bumpy tennis couA little point of interest perhaps was that, when
read the deeds of sale wh&nbought the old Rectory off the rest of my brother
and sistes afte my mother died at the end of the warfound thatit was a
agreement beveen the Archbishop of Canterbury end my mothes, $4ib

Lister, becauseét was pasing for the first time out of ecclesiastical hands

1 also remember the smell of soot on all the curtaimghe south side of the hous
because of the puffer trains, whictiook years of washing to get rid ahd th
great yew hedgesiféiding Easter eggs in, and the huge old elms. @test (

all was blown down on the night of th@&" March 1947,right across theoac
bringing down Mr Bucknell's electric wires and ding off one end of the fan
from the business endhe farmhouse for a fortnight, because of the terrifi
floods that wereight up to the front gate of the old Rectory.

The children were allery small and they relished walking across thed®on tl
great elm My mother always maintained it was the tallest ark8hire. There's
lovely picture oft by Elliot Hodgkin, before it came dowwilly's gotit 1 think

At this point Mrs Pryowas asked how much the smell ahd smoke from tl
railway dfected them.

Certainly the picture cords in Lane Cottage woré¢ much quicker than they d
with us because of vibration from the trains, aneytall had to be igpected ofte.
Mrs Pryor weit on to expain that the drive was originally on the south siflé
house but was moved tioe north side.

it probably had been ever since the drawing room wls, lyou seelt wou
have been too narrow for turning a carriage andrp@he old folks' houses
Lister Close is where the old drive was, and thekidaehind them is where {
rockery was. Is the same bank still don't know who's got that ancie
photograph 1 dare sayl have it in whatl call the archives

There was much discussion at this point about the hdvdsePrya thought th
the new part ofhe Rectory was buiin about1806 which they considered to
late GeorgianBut the kitchen iad officesweretwo storey and oldral there we
cellars underneath the hiehnd study. The oldest part of thelding was erect.
circa 1743 by the Rector in Purley at that time
(To be continue
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PROIECT PUREY CHRISTMAS GET-TOGEHER

With Christmas approaching fast Project Purley mensilvere once agai
afforded the delightful setting of Rick Jones' liyveld house on Friday"™8
December

Due to get under way at 8.00 pm some 15 minutes foihis food began
to arrive on assorted platters and dishes. Riakigeltable was soon laid
out with mouth wateringeasonal 'goodies'|ldo be consumed ldtle later
on.

The theme for the evening was 'The 1920s', ands@y we were joined
by gentlemen wearing straw boaters together witbwéul striped blazers
Then some ‘flappers’ were soon passing astarsggcomplete with long
cigarette holders in one hand and eagerly graspilgss of Jean Debney's
mulled wine in the other - which was being served bif Debney
seemingly eager to keep thglasses well topped ud'm pleased to say

The Christmas spirit certainly was to the fore, Hreh to complete this
lovely atmosphere Rita Denman proceeded to holathsadled by
showing some slides of 1920s Purley. Ondipalar photograph of a
fancy dress party group taken inside the littléagé school really held our
attention as Rita was able to pick aeany of he individuals, including
Cecil Aldin and his wifeRita also related many interesting, and at times
amusing anecdotes, about them.

All too soon the evening drew to a (lati)se, and well fed, aftéots of
conversation and a few photos taken, we bade airduw thanks one by
one - he in turn made it clear that he would lisdameet more often at his

home during the coming yeakhhh ... it was a perfect evening.
Rita Hine

EDITOR'SNOTE

Members are reminded that the substidp for 2001 is now due. The
subsciption remains at £4.00 for this ye&@ur Treasurer, Tom Hine,ilibe on
hand at the January meeting to take payme



Tom Hine hasontributecthis delightful story for inalsion in The Newsletter

FROM THE LYMP SHAM PARISH MAGAZINE

"WEDDING BELLSand the SCHOOL"

Here's a tale of a Wedding and theattat Lympsham from the past

A day or so ago | had a visit from Mr & Mrs Tom HiokePuiey on Thames
Tom's matembgrandnother wes the splendidly named Alexandra Janet Albini:
Sutton, who was Keistened at Lympshawn 22 April 1864. Alexandra

mather was Clara Emma Margaitdarrison who was the Schoolmistress ofthe
school &Lympsham aml is shown in the 1881 Census to beifig at the firs
Grange Cottagen Rectory ®ad. On her owmand bom at Halley, Middlesex
Theold School at Lympsham was buily the Rev. Joseph Adams Stephensor
Rectorof Lympsham 189 - 1838 and stood tthe south eagif the Churc
roughly where the garden of Sycamore House is today

Writing in 1805 The Churchgoer' a Batol Joumdi st describes the old schaol
follows:

"At the East end dahe churtyard is te parish schooand a | walked roun
the burid ground | was tempted by thavenle buz that reated meoutside, ;
peep into thislittle hive. Independent of the retar master and mstress the)
were some yourlgdies ofthe paridh amusng themséves with a perfect
harmless attmpt 'to tach the yang ideahow to $i0ot' Thisschod which s
plain neat cottagdike hiilding, was erectedby the father of the prese
Incumbent, and bears upahaninscription someWat to the efict; thewords a
as wdl as | can recbect (I quote from mema@i, 'In glorian Die Sdvatoris huj.
paroechiae Reor . So grandloquen a dedicationor commemoration,
whatever you choose to Itdt, seemed b me somewhat out ofgze in front of
plain little cottage, It woud be morein keeping on \Wls Cathedrd or Yo
Minster. "

| am most gratefiuio Mr Tom Hine for taking the trouble to visit }

Grandmaher's birthpace ad for his informaton in bringing b light the followi

nice tale of another Lympsham School Wedding frbengastas recorded in

Wedon Mercury ofi” March 1863. Emma Margaret
Harrison followed Jarr

Holloway as head of the lscol; Emma
was replaced byobhn Sutton in March
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1862 and a year later the pair of thdfmma and Johnvere healdine news; the
Mercury report for Saturdayn March 1863, needs no embellishment

"WEDDED BUT NOT BEDDED about12 months since, a young female named
Harrison, was governess of the National Schoohisf tillage, of which the Red.

H Stephenson is the principle supporter. For somese or other the young

person left, and a young man named Sutton was afgobinstead.

Miss Harrison went back to her friendshierts,where it would appear she
remained in happy seclusion fb2 months, when at the earnest solicitation of her
friends, she paid them a Visit, and as the seqilleslmow, her successor became
enamoured of her charms, and although too delita&xpress his by word of
mouth, conveyed a missive to her in the shapeiled doux containing an offer

of marriage. Letter followed letter, each couchedrnoreaffectionate terms than

its predecessor, and at length the happy day wasl fithe lady accompanied by
her sister coming to Weston-super-Mare, where tamained the night previous

to the ceremony.

On Tuesday last they went in a fly to Lympshars. dtiver of which sported
wedding favours), where they met the expectanegrbm and his best man
They were specially united in the bonds of
. holy wedlockand all went "merry as a
marriage bell" until evening, when the
lady retired to her bridal chamber, and
here commences the strange part of the
proceedings, for the newly weddéfde
fastened herself securely in, and
absolutely refused admittance to the
unfortunate bridegroom, whose feelings
may be better imagined than described.

The next morning, however, as we are
informed, the lady appeared somewhat to
relent, and prepared breakfast and dinner
for her spouse, declaring she was his
"maid and manager". The husband's
horizon was doubtless much brighter, and
it is more than probable he returned to his

avocation in a pleasant and
antictpatory Slate of mind.



During the afternoon, the lady decided upon takirgjroll, having for;
companion a female named Fanny Hatrris, the walk exasnded tdVeston-
super-Mare, where it appears the newly made Mrto8w@ntered the shop of Mr

Bradbury, in St. James Street, and pledged her ingdihg. With themoney
thus obtained she went to the railway station, tiredte took the train fo,
"somewheré, but where, the deponent saith not.

What state her disconsolate lorthut by no means masteis at present, ohow
this domestic mystery will end, we are unable tg sar are we in a positiofs
inform our readers whether the gentleman, in thede@fa oncepopula,
melody, has put the doleful question to any ofriesds of 'Have you seen m:
missus? '

The story ended happily, the groom's anticipatisase fulfilled and theouph
blessed with issue christened Alexandra Janet @ltgin 22¢ Apri11864.

COURT BARON MDEO

To date, £8D0 resulting from sales of the Court Baron vides heen

forwarded to MacMillan Cancer Relief Copies cdlt lsé made
available to those of you who have not yet acquineel A £5.00 note
and a blank cassette to Ron Denman will secure gajpy.
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