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Introduction
This booklet identifies the books and booklets that have a Purley
connection. It is divided into a number of sections which correlate with the
Project Purley Archive

L000000 - Books that refer to Purley or its people  and its history

L100000 - Books produced by Project Purley

L200000 - Books written by members of Project Purley but not about
Purley

L300000 - A5 booklets written by members of Project Purley but not about
Purley

L400000 - Books published by Goosecroft Publications using our ISBNs

L500000 - A5 booklets published by Project Purley to collect together
information about Purley

L600000 - Booklets produced by Purley Organisations

The catalogue numbers referred to do not necessarily appear on the bookl-
ets



Section 0

Books that refer to Purley or its
People

Academic
L000001  & 2 The Cartuleries of Reading Abbey by Brian Kemp 1987

two volumes Purley referenced 8 times

L000003 The Berkshire Domesday Book  ed John Morris 1979
Purley referenced 5 times

L000004 The Victoria County History of Berkshire

L000007 In Pursuit of Justice by Alice Cameron 1946
The story of Hugh Lister as a priest and trade union leader

Local History books
L001001 The Carews of Beddington by Ronald Michell

published by the London Borough of Sutton Libraries 1981 I ISBN 0
907335 02 0 - refers to Purley Magna on pp 7 &16

L001002 The Buildings of England - Berkshire by Geoffrey Tyack et al
2010

a follow on from Nikolaus Pevsner's  version ISBN  978  0 300 12662
4

L001003 The King's England - Berkshire by Arthur Mee 1939
Purley is featured on p143

L001004 Reading in old photographs by P G Southerton 1988
three Purley photos  pp 148, 149 and 157

L001005 Royal Berkshire by Tom Middleton 1979
Purley mentioned on pp31, 41, 48, 100, 104

L001006 A School History of Berkshire by Henry E Bannard 1906
For use in Berkshire Schools - Purley mentioned on P32



Womens Institute series
A series of books produced by the Berkshire Federation of Women's
Institutes

L002001 The Berkshire Book 1st edition 1939
article on Purley p 191

L002002 The Berkshire Book 2nd edition 1951
Purley entry identical to 1st edition

L002003 The Berkshire Villages Book 3rd edition 1972
believed written by Sybil Prior

L002004 The Old Berkshire Villages Book 4th Eedition 1979
Purley text as per 3rd edition

L002005 The New Berkshire Villages Book 5th edition 1985

L002006 Hidden Berkshire 6th edition 1990

L002007 Berkshire within living memory 1996
no specific mention of Purley as it deals by topic but lots on
Pangbourne

Berkshire Record Society Publications
L002001 and 2 Berkshire Feet of Fines 1307-1509 ed by Margaret Yeats

2017
two volumes  nine Purley references

L002002 Berkshire Glebe Terriers 1634 ed Ian Mortimer 1995
Four refs to Purley

L002003 Berkshire Overseers Papers 1654-1834 ed Peter Durrant 1997
Four refs to Purley

L002005 Enclosure in Berkshire 1485-1885 ed Ross Wordie  2000
Five refs to Purley

L002006 & 7 Reading Gild Accounts 1357-1516 ed Cecil Slade 2002
one ref to Purley

L002009 & 010 Berkshire Nonconformist Meeting House Registrati-
ons 1689-1852 ed Lisa Spurier

two refs to Purley

L002011 and 012 Thames Navigation Commission Minutes 1771-1790



2008
References to Purley on six pages

L002013 The Diocese Books of Samuel Wilberforce ed Ronald and
Margaret Pugh

Four refs to Purley

L002014 Berkshire Religious Census 1851 ed Kate Tiller
Two refs to Purley

L002015 & 16 Berkshire Archdeaconry Probate Records 1480-1652 ed
Pat Naylor

45 Refs for Purley

L002021 Church Inspection Notebook of Archdeacon James Randall
1855-1873 ed Sabina Sutherland

Three refs to Purley
  

Books on specific topics
L003001 Thames Valley Papists by Tony Hadland 1992

Purley mentioned on pp  79, 87, 99, 122, 131

L003002 Trentham Jubilee

L003003 The Trentham story by George Bruce 1978

L003004 Coats of arms in Berkshire Churches by P S Spokes 1938
reprint of article in BAJ - Purley mentioned  pp 53-55

Books on Purley's neighbours
L004001 More of the Tilehurst we Remember 1999

published by History of Tilehurst Society

L004002 Around the Valley of the Pang  by Dick Greenaway2007

L004003 The Story of Reading by Daphne Phillips 1980

L004004 History of Greyfriars Church Reading by Malcolm Summers
2014

L004005 Reading - A history by Joan Dils 2019



L004006 Steam Around Reading by Kevin Robertson  1998

L004007 Early Closing Day by Mike Cooper 2017
air raids on Reading 1939-1935 

L004008 Pangbourne - A view from the Track by Ian Nash 2011

L004019 The Stranger in Reading - An unofficial guide by David Cliffe
published by Reading Libraries 1980

L004020 Reading at War - by Stuart Hylton  1996

L004021 The Reading Book of Days by History of Reading Society 2013

L004022 Reading in Old Photographs by Peter Southerton 1988

L004023 Mapledurham - Church and Village  by J H Baker 1970

L004024 History of St James the Less Pangbourne by Joan Wilcox 1991

L004025 The Parish Church of St Nicholas, Sulham



Section 1

Books by Project Purley Members
(not published by Goosecroft - see section 4)

L100001 - A History of the Early Church by John Chapman 2020

L100004 -  Purley Berks - The village I knew by Ian Nash 2009

L100006 - The Storers of Purley Park by Peter Fullerton



Section 2

Books written by members of
Project Purley but not about Purley

(excludes books published by Goosecroft - see section 4)

The Kitchener Battalions Series
a series of books and booklets to which John Chapman contributed signific-

antly. Mostly about the Royal Berkshire Regiment in WW1

L200001 Responding to the Call by Colin Fox Univ Reading 1995

L200002 On the Somme by Colin Fox Univ Reading 1996

L200003 Arras to Cambrai by Colin Fox Univ Reading 1997

L200004 Their Duty Done by Colin Fox Univ Reading 1998

L200005 The first Royal Berkshire Regiment in WW1 by Ian Cull 2004

L200006 The Second Royal Berkshire Regiment in WW1 by Ian Cull
2005

L200008 Maiwand by Richard Stackpole-Ryding 2008

L200009 The Royal Berkshire Regiment 1914-1959 by Martin McIntyre
2005

L200010 The Royal Berkshire Regiment 1743-1914 by Martin McIntyre
2006

L200011 The Eighth Royal Berkshire Regiment at Loos 1915 by John
Chapman

L200012 The second Royal Berkshire Regiment at Fromelles May 1915
by John Chapman

L200013 The 2nd/4th Royal Berkshire Regiment at Fromelles 1915 by
John Chapman 2015

L200014 The 6th Royal Berkshire Regiment on the Somme 1916 part 1
by John Chapman 2020

L200015 The 6th Royal Berkshire Regiment on thev Somme 1916 part
2 by John Chapman 2020



Others
L200101 Tales of Mapledurham Island by Bill Ayling 2017



Section 3

A5 booklets written by members of
Project Purley but not about Purley

L501001 Diary of Reading Corporation 
Index of places outside of Reading Boroiugh in the diary 1431-1654
as edited by the Revd J M Guilding

L501002 Telephone Directory 2011
A reproduction of the National Telephone Company's directory for
the Thames Valley in May 1895

L501003 The Reading we never knew
(in preparation) in conjunction with History of Reading Society

L501004 The Spread of settlements in Anglo-Saxon England by John
Chapman 2020

L501005 Celtic Place Names by Michael Bayley
reset and reprinted by Project Purley 2020 - gives meanings to place
names in Thames Valley based on elision from Celtic



Section 4 

Books published by Goosecroft
Publications  

L400001 - Nabobs of Berkshire by Clive Williams 2010
Thirteen references to Purley Hall ISBN 978 0 9566341 1 5

L400002 - People, Places and Context - 2016
Produced by BLHA to honour Joan Dils  ISBN 978-0-9566341-8-4

L400003 - Friends and Enemies by John Chapman
The story of the 7th Royal Berkshire Regiment in WW1 serving in
Salonika and Bulgaria ISBN

L400004 - The Blood of Toulouse by James Bourne

L400005 - Berkshire in WW1 - edited by 
Published by Reading Libraries

L400006 - Lancelot Brown and the landscape of Caversham Park by
Ben Viljoen 2016

Published for the Berkshire Gardens Trust ISBN 978-0-9566341-2-7

L400007 - Purley in Old Images edited by Catherine Sampson

L400008 - The Purley River Estate
(in preparation)

L400009 - The Purley Red Book by Ben Viljoen 2018
A reproduction of The Red Book for Purley Magna originally
produced 1793 ISBN 978-1-9999792-1-8

L400010 - The life and letters of Tom Freer by Dorothy Viljoen 2018



Section 5  

A5 booklets published by Project
Purley to collect together informat-

ion about Purley
Sources for Purley History
This set of booklets reproduce extracts from documents, mainly
from the Rolls series which refer to Purley.
L500000 Books with a Purley connection

(updated year by year)

L500001 Sources for Purley History 1-23

L500003 Sources for Purley History 24-38
new version November 2010

L500005 Sources for Purley History 39-61

L500004 Index to sources 1-39

L500015 Sources for Purley History 62-82

A Village History
A three part summary of key events in Purley over the years. All
three are in preparation

L500030 part 1 Prehistory to Tudors

L500045 part 2 Stuarts to Victorians

L500046 part 3 The 20th Century

Monumental Inscriptions in Purley
This series of booklets identify all the known monumental
inscriptions in Purley. This includes plaques in the church,
headstones and cremation memorials both in the churchyard and in
the cemetery at Goosecroft. They record wording and usually a



photograph. Most are being reedited.
L500032 Introduction

L500014 Graves in new churchyard

L500016 Graves in old churchyard

L500017 Cremation memorials in churchyard

L500002 Attached Memorials in St Mary's Church

L500042 Introduction to Goosecroft cemetery

L500031 Burials in Zone B at Goosecroft 2019

L500041 Cremations in Zone  A at Goosescroft

L500043 Memorials elsewhere 2019
includes Memorial Hall, lock, Goosecroft and other sites

L500044  Index to names on memorials

Project Purley Meetings
This series of booklets reproduce reports on meetings of Project Purley

L500019 Project Purley Meetings 1983 to 1991

L500020 Project Purley Meetings 1992 to 1999

L500034 Project Purley Meetings 2000 to 2009

L500035 Project Purley Meetings 2010 to 2019

Church Guides and histories
These booklets were produced at different times, usually for specific

purposes

L500007 Church Guide by John Chapman 2002

L500009 Church History by John Chapman 1988
A booklet produced in 1988 as a commercial opportunity and
reprinted 1995

L500033 Potted church history 2011
A four page folded booklet summarising the history of St Mary's
church



Other booklets about Purley

L500006 Westbury Barns by John Chapman

L500008 Early History of Purley C of E School by Rita Denman 1993

L500010 Place names of Purley on Thames
second edition 2019 records street and field names with information
on the derivation of the names

L500011 Project Purley Newsletters 1-11 
reproduction of early newsletters which were mostly cyclostyled on
A4

L500012 Project Purley Newsletters 12-16

L500013  At the Millennium 1999 
A booklet produced by the Parish Council to mark the millennium

L500018 Beating the Bounds 2000
Produced to accompany the Millennium walk around the parish in
2000

L500021 Members of Parliament for Purley and Pangbourne
A listing of all Members of Parliament and European Parliament
who represented Purley 1213-2009

L500022 A Short History of Purley on Thames by John Chapman 1983
Published in aid of the church rebuilding fund

L500024 Road Transport services in Purley and Pangbourne by John
Chapman 2010

Summarised work done by members of Project Purley and
Pangbourne Heritage on road services from mediaeval to modern
days including carriers and buses

L500025 A Walk in Purley on Thames 2011
Produced to accompany a walk from the Barn to the church for the
Berkshire Local History Association AGM

L500026 Purley Wills - a summary of wills of Purley people from Canterb-
ury and Diocesan records

L500027 Baptisms in Purley 1607-1812 - extracted from Parish registers

L500028 Maps of Purley - a resume of maps including Purley - in
preparation



Miscellaneous Booklets
L500039 Flooding Report by John Chapman 2004

a report produced for West Berkshire Council on the flooding events
of 2002-3 in Purley.

L500041 Emergency Procedures by John Chapman 2005
A report for West Berkshire Council on how the emergency services
operate in the district.




