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This small publication is a reproduction of the National Telephone Company's Direct-
ory for Berkshire issued in May 1894.

Telephone services had come to Great Britain in 1879 with two companies: The
Edison Telephone Company of London and The Telephone Company Ltd (Bells
Patents) each using a slightly different patent but in 1880 they merged to become the
United Telephone Company using the Bell patent which had been granted to Emile
Berliner in June 1877 and assigned to the American Bell Telephone Company.

The National Telephone Company was formed 10th May 1881 after the High Court
had ruled that the telephone was 'A telegraphic communication and that any company
providing telephone services would require a licence from the Post Office to do so'

Berkshire had been served by The South of England Telephone Company which had
3255 customers and became the Southern Province in 1890 as NTC gradually took
over all the other regional companies.

It met with many obstructions from local authorities and the Post Office who regarded
its activities with the greatest suspicion. The restrictions were the root cause of the
many complaints about poor service, noise and high prices which were swamping
NTC by 1892, for example they were not allowed to bury their cables. Eventually
when the 1881 licence expired on 31st December 1911 the Post Office exercised its
right to take over and NTC passed into liquidation.
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