
Buildings and Estates of Purley on Thames
Gardener's Cottage

The Gardener's Cottage of Purley Park was adjacent to the kitchen garden just north of the church. It
consisted of a parlour, living room and scullery on the ground floor and three bedrooms on the upper
floor.  It had its own garden and lawn.

In earlier years the manor house of Purley Magna had been adjacent to the Church and in the plan to
replace it by a gentleman's mansion, drawn up by Humphrey Repton in 1793 there was to be a walled
kitchen garden to the north west of the church. This was about the only feature of the plan which
survived as the mansion (Purley Park) was eventually constructed on the top of the hill.

The cottage was built, in 1863, some time after the main mansion house on the other side of the
railway   The cottage replaced a much older building in the village which had housed the gardeners
for the Estate of Purley Magna for many years. Its construction followed the move by Anthony
Morris Storer to take up residence in the mansion after having inherited it as a child.

It contained a number of unique features. It was designed by an architect called Joseph Morris who
attempted to establish some new standards for the building industry. In 'The Builder' of 11th July
1863 the contract for the supply of materials was listed. Four contractors had tendered; Woodroffe
£367/10/-; Barnicoat £357/10/-; Matthews £353/10/- and the successful tenderer Briant £350.

The bricks used in the gardeners cottage were mainly standard sized bricks, but they used a quite
different bond, known as Rat-trap which was based on a running bond but with occasional headers
linking two single thickness walls together. These occasional headers used a special elongated brick
of around 11" which gave a two inch air space between the inner and outer walls. 
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Nowadays we are all used to the standard brick of 2 1/2"  x 4" x 8 1/2 ". The two main bondings,
English and Flemish, both call for bricks to be laid parallel to the wall line (stretchers) and at right
angles (headers). The combined depths of two stretchers and a width of mortar add up to the depth of
a header (ie 8 1/2") 

This means that double thickness walls will be solid, ie with no air gap.  If an air gap is required then
one has to build a double thickness wall and an inner single thickness one in running bond with a
spacer to provide the gap. Morris was a pioneer in the use of these specially long bricks which could
be used to build double thickness walls with an air gap without the need for the second inner wall
which was very expensive.

This use of cavity walls was quite unique for the early part of the 19th century in ordinary houses but
while it was a great improvement on the double thickness walls which were common at the time, it
cannot have been totally successful, for while it provided better heat insulation and at least as good
weather protection, water could still bridge the gap by permeating through the long stretchers. The
use of twisted metal spacers solves this problem.

The house was built on an cruciform plan with deep roof gables. It was oriented north-west/south
east with the longer leg of the cross pointing north west.  There was a central chimney stack sitting
astride this longer leg with a single pipe. The roof ridge was decorated with an alternating spike and
trefoil design.  The gables had very deep eaves and the one to the southwest was filled in with
intersecting timbers in a diamond pattern, giving an 'Austrian' look to the building.

The windows were fairly typical early Georgian casements with a shallow brick arch above, except
for the parlour window which was bayed. The brickwork was relieved with double courses of a much
lighter brick at ground level, just below and just above the windows on both floors. The courses at
window levels were further decorated with cross-crosslet and diamond designs of the lighter bricks. 

The two story building had two living rooms and a scullery on the ground floor with three bedrooms
upstairs. The central chimney stack had a single flue serving a fireplace in one of the living rooms.
Outside there was a coal house

Piped water was never supplied throughout the lifetime of the house. Water was drawn from a well in
the garden. There was no electricity, no gas and no mains sewerage. There was an outside earth
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closet, later replaced by a sealed tank unit which had to be pumped out regularly.

After the Purley Park Estate was sold three times in the 1920s the Gardener's Cottage and the
adjacent gardens came into the possession of the Farmiloes. During the Second World War it was
used to house some of the employees of Sangers Ltd who had moved into Purley Park Mansion.
Immediately after the war the gardens were leased to Melville Brothers who operated a horticultural
business in Purley and later the Unwin's bought them, together with the cottage,  in 1953.  

The cottage was known as 'Purley Gardens, St Mary's Avenue' and was reached from a long drive
adjacent to the church. There was a second pedestrian entrance which lead onto the Short which was
used by special permission of the Purley Park Property Owners Association.  When Dudley Unwin
died around 1975 the house was left empty for a while and then pulled down after having been badly
vandalised by local children.  Soon afterwards the whole site was redeveloped as Church Mews and
Waterside Drive.

  

Occupants
Built 1863

1871 William Griffin
1876-85 Samuel and Alice Mortimer
1889 John Seaman
1898-10 William Weston

Sold 1920

Sold 1923
1924 Fred Pitman

Sold 1926
1929-40 Sydney Pocock
1940-45 Sanger employees

Sold 1953
1953-74 Dudley Unwin

Demolished 1974
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The Gardener's Cottage, Purley Park 
(an article in Purley Parish News July-Sept 1988 by Jean Debney article 83)

reverted to the owner. This meant that when John Newbury, a tenant in 1786, died in 1789, his
son was





Reading. From his architectural practice came










