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Introduction
The Old Rectory stood where Lister Close now stands. The mediaeval building was replaced in 1724
to 1728 by a new Parsonage House build by James Harrison, the then Rector. In 1830 it was reported
as being in a poor state of repair. A Reading Surveyor, James Jones, suggested a repair programme
and this was duly carried out at a cost of £682. This  meant that the rector, the Revd Charles Manesty
had to take out a 25 year mortgage from Queen Anne's Bounty.

It continued in use  as the rectory until 1931 when it was sold to Mrs Elizabeth Lister whose son
Hugh was ordained and won the MC in the second world war as a Major before being killed in
Belgium. A new rectory was constructed roughly where Allison Gardens and Westridge Avenue
now are.

It was purchased by Berkshire County Council
in 196x to be used as an old folks home. Howe-
ver the County Council never got around to
making the necessary modifications and it was
left untended for many years. However ducks
found the roof a marvellous place to live and by
blocking the drains they turned the flat roof into
a pond. The outcome was that in 1968  the roof
collapsed and the house became unusable so
was pulled down to make way for the Lister
Close development. 

In the following pages we reproduce some articles about the old rectory. A more comprehensive
story can be found by following the link to the Church chapter 14. The last remnant of the old rectory
is the west wall of the grounds which supported stables and traces of the metal rings of the byres are
still visible.

The old rectory in 1964



From my history noterbook by Jean Debney article 71 published in PPNApril 1987








