Scraces Farm
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Scraces Farm is in the north west quadrant of Purley and just to the south of Westbury Farm. It was
part of La Hyde but became separated by the coming of the railway in the 1830s. In recent years it
and Westbury Farm have been linked and known as Springs Farm.

An article by Jean Debney in her series From my History Notebook article 102
published in PPN September and October 1991

102: SCRACE'S FARM, PURLEY {part 1)

“craces Farm was named after Joseph SCRACE, tenant
farmer from about 1769 to 1791 and the name was in use
for over 200 years until it was recently changed to
"Springs”. It lies on a slight rise of land on the
flood plain of the river Thames in Purley, close to and
south west of Westbury Farm. The name was first
recorded on the Purley Tithe Map of 1840.

Serace's Farm was part of the Furley Hall estate which
straddled the Oxford Road east of the boundary with
Pangbournes. This estate was formerly the manor of La
Hyde and consisted of numerous separate pieces of the
parishes of Purley and Sulham, Berks and some detached
portions of Whitchurch parish, Oxfordshire - 311 scuth
of the River Thames.

e earliést reference to this manor was in the Domes—
day Book of 1086 when a hide of land was held by a man
at arms from Miles Crispin of Panghourne. The manor

v3g later held by the families of St Philibert, Somery |
nd Carew and then, through the female line, te Francis
HYDBE who married the heiress. Hyde Hall, now called
Ffurley Hall, was built by him in 1609, probably to
replace a smaller manor house nearbv. The manor was
czprived of its rights by the King in the early 17th
century because of the Hyde's persistant recusancy.



Tn 1720, the property was sold to Francis Hawes. & map
of his estete, drawn by:Josiash Ballard in 1758, wnamed
ail the fields and their tenants. This showed that
Williasm Lovegrove occupled 158 acres of land now
thought to be "Scraces Farm"”. It consisted of pieces
in the commen wmeadow along the river bank, eeveral
arable strips in Purley MHither and Further Common
fields and some scattered fields south of the Uxford
kRoad, One of the strips in Hither Field was called
"Seracys Acre’ in the Purley Tithe Award in 1840 and is
now under the railwav line and gardens of Glebe Road.

William loveprove probably farmed in Sulham and then
Tidmarsh before coming te Purlev szbout 174%. 1t is not
known when he left the parish but his wife Martha was
buried in Purley in 1757 and either he or his son, alsc
called William, married Ann ILSLEY in Purley in 1765.

The first mention of Joseph SCRACE was his marriage in
Purley in April 1769 toe Frances BISHOP of Whitchurch.
Joseph and Frances had ten children baptised in Purley
of whom the eldest and three others died in infancy and
the two eldest daughters married in Whitchurch in 1794,
In 1773, during his tenancy, the Purley Hall estate was
bought by Rev Henry Wilder of Sulham.

Joseph was prominent in willage affairs and evidently
possessed much local knowledge. He served as Church-
warden in Purlev from 1778 te 1791 and as Parish
Constable in 1789, In 1782 he assisted the Rector of
Whitchurch in his perambulation of the parish bounds
amd “frequently pronovnced the cerrect position of the
boundary stakes'.

In 1776, accused of owing money te Richard TAYLOR of
Mapledurham, he was invelwed in a court zase which e
wonn.,  In April that vear he was attacked by a fooipad
rear Purley Hall at 9 o'clock one evening and robbed of
three gonineas {£3 15p) and his watchs  Thomas Wise of
Yenley was later caught and sent to gaol.
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102: SCRACE'S FARM, PURLEY (part 2)

Joseph Scrace’s departure from Purley seems to have
heen rather sudden. His fellow churchwarden, John
Sherwood, reported to the Archdeacon of Berkshire in
tay 1791 that "the late Churchwarden, Joseph Scrace,
having left the parish ... there is no other person
to serve with (Mr Sherwood) within the said parish”.

in 1813, during a dispute between Rev Henry Wilder
of Purley Hall and the Rector of Whitchurch about
payment of tithes, Joseph was present at another
paranbulation, or "beating the bounds”, of the
¥nitchurch parish boundary and again corrected
saveral boundary details. However, his evidence did
not please Dr Wilder who said that it was "of a very
suspicious nature and liable to much observation".
voseph had apparently been "long at variance (with
Dr Wilder), in consequence of having been prosecuted
for wilfully setting fire to his bam, of which he
was understood to have been acquitted, not for want
of evidence, but from the length of time whlch
elapsed between his being brouwght to trial .....

Was this the reason for his sudden departure?

Fram the 179s Scraces Farm, together with most of
the land in Purley and Sulham, was leased and farmed
by successive generations of the Sherwood family,
untii the sudden death in 1856 of Edward Sherwood.

Ir 1856, the comwon fields in the ecclesiastical
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parish of Purley, which inciuded same tachad
pieces of land belmés ing to the parishes of .&vuihszm
Barks and Whitchureh Caon, were inclosed., The ascat-
tered strips of iland owned by Mr Wiider in the
COPENON Fields were exchanged for fields west of
Berace’s Farm called Creat and Little Suntlings (or
Gunkleys in some records) and the large field be~
tuepen the railway and Oxford Road opposite Purley
Ball, The western portion of Purley Common Mead
aisv went to My Wilder who already neld Satney M&dﬁ ‘
and Charley Mead. -

After 1856 Scraces Fapn was again leased as a zepa-
rate farm and the foliowing names are recorded in
various directories and census retums etor  John
Butler 18680-84; Thoams Rarnes fran Stoke in Kent,
who had 5 children baptised in Purley fram 1868 and
left about 188Z; Johnt Stone was then listed until
1888 and William Henry [ee fram 1890 te 1899. 1In
1900 Frederick Cox wae bailiff at Scraces for Saun-
ders Bros. and Frankiin Taylor was farmer in 1907.
It was a private house in 3191C occupied by Basil
Borset, by Robert Rayner from 1924 teo 1926 and
petween 1942 and 1947 by Ceorge Burton Fraser. Air
Camwodore Sir Edward Hedley Fielden was listed as a
farmer at Scraces between 1952 and 1972,

The property has recently changed hands and, after
two centuries of being callsd "Scraces Farm', has
been renamed "Springs”™ with the boundary cleariy
marked by a security fence.
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