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Introduction
Ivy Cottage is situated on the north side of Purley Village Street and originally comprised two semi-
detached cottages which for many years were used to house workers on Home farm.

In 1976 they were merged into a single dwelling which was extensively modernised and renovated.

It is a Grade II Listed Building.

Listing Description
Location: SU67NE Purley Village (north side)

Description: C17 with early C18 addition to north. Timber framed to south with red brick nogging,
and brick to north. Half hipped old tile roof with partial catslide to rear. 2-framed bay cross wing to
south, gabled to east and west.

South front: two storeys with plat band to right and central ridge stack. Two first floor 2-light C20
leaded casements flanking blind window off-centre to right and small C20 casement off-centre to
left. Two ground floor 3-light C20 leaded casements flanking half glazed door with gabled timber
porch. 2-light C20 leaded casement in one storey lean-to to right.

One Cottage in the 1920s
The following description is taken from Tom Farmer's reminiscences and relate to a period of
around 1920. 

We went down the cobbled path and through the covered porch, which had a bench seat, into the
living room which also served as a a kitchen. The other room downstairs was a scullery entered
under an archway in the corner of the first room down a step and up a step through the back door.
Two bedrooms were reached through stairs in the living room with a door at the bottom of the stairs
and next to that door was  a pantry with a similar door. The uneven brick floor was covered with
pieces of linoleum and in front of the fireplace was a rag rug. The fire was a range with an open top
and an oven on one side and I should imagine the chimney went straight up. On that fire Gran had to
do all the cooking, so that mostly the vegetables had to go in one pot. It is hard to think of a more
inefficient method of heating  and must have cost a lot for fuel. Against the wall opposite the
fireplace was a chiffonier and above it a wall clock which I think Grandad thought was rather special.
Over the years always when the hands were approaching eight in the morning, he would be watching
it and on the hour he would rise and wind it up. Next to the chiffonier in the corner was a horse hair
easy chair with a slippery covered surface, and udner the diamond paned window was a gate-legged
table flanked with two kitchen chairs. Next to the fireplace was Grandad's wooden armchair and at
the well scrubbed table were two more chairs like those under the window.

In the scullery was a copper and a stone sink and water had to be brought in from a pump outside
the back door, which had to be encouraged to work sometimes with a jug of water poured into the
top.



At the back of the house was the fuel store shed and, of course, at the bottom of the garden was the
brick built double lavatory which was shared with their neighbours the  Clarkes. It was a disgusting
place, as all earth closets were. The only sanitary arrangement was a covering of soil and ashes
which Grandad had to dig out and bury. Inside was a string of cut-up newspaper hanging on  nail and
what with the flies and spider I would have hated to have gone down there late night.

The garden which was also shared between the two families went all around the house. Mostly
vegetables were grown but under the window next to the porch was a flower bed and, in the summer,
there were madonna lilies and the old fashioned purple double stocks from which Grandad saved his
seeds and always got a good proportion of doubles.
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Ivy Cottage, Purley Village. Known as "the old house" but no record yet found as to when it was
built. Occupants can be identified as far back as 1731. Originally built as a small farmhouse and later
divided into two dwellings. The present owners have returned it to a single dwelling and have
continued the restoration and enhancement of this beautiful cottage. 
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