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I ntroduction

Purley Church contains a number of interesting memotf@syldest dating from the the early
16th century. When Street rebuilt the church in 1870 Hepams to preserve as many of the
old memorials as he could by resetting them mainly in anghdrthe tower. Since then many
more have been added.

The memorials and epitaphs were recorded by Elias Ashma&&cih when he visited Purley

on 13th March. These were published in his book on thaupublished in 1666. Other

memorials were recorded in 'Additions to Ashmole' publistredind 1800. A Mrs Becker

recorded them again shortly before rebuilding and in recens gedetailed survey has been
done by members of Project Purley.

TheHistoric Memorials

Perhaps the most historic memorial is that to Ann Hydelwisi now to be found on the south
wall of the tower. Her gravestone was one of those 'missfimn was the first wife of Edward
Hyde who went on to be the First Earl of Clarendon andawasjor influence in English affairs
after the Restoration. His second wife, Frances Aylesburyghtdim the key contacts which
made his career take off. Their daughter Anne became the wife @fJiimes Il and mother of
both Queen Mary Il and Queen Anne. Our Ann Hyde was repatbdve died of smallpox
while visiting Purley in 1632. There were Hydes at PuHayl at the time but it seems more
likely she was visiting her uncle who was living at the nndmouse of Purley Magna at the time.
(See page 26)

The only St John memorial is also on the south wakleftbwer. The St John's were lords of
the manor of Purley Magna from the early 16th century umillate 18th. Jane was the link
between the St John's and the Carew's the previous Lordsmoétios who had owned Purley
Magna since 1369. Her mother, Sanchea Ilwardby, was the sidtbei of the last Nicholas
Carew who had died in 1485. Jane inherited the manorifesrmother while she was married
to John St John and their son John eventually inherited.
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Memorial to Ann Southby [M20173]

The memorial to Jane Iwardby (M)
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History of St Mary The Virgin Church, Purley on Thames

Memorial to Ann Liebenrood
[M20170]

The east wall of the tower showing the reset
memorials. Starting at 9 o’clock and going
clockwise they are to Ann Liebenrood, John
Engelberts Liebenrood, Elizabeth Sparrow,
Anthony Morris Storer, Anthony Gilbert Storer,
First World War, Second World War [M20048]

Memorial to Thomas Hawes

L s wan
60 APRIL 1820, cED O,
VUL RESURRECTION . y

A second memorial to Anthony Morris
Storer - believed to be from his

Memorial to John Engleberts gravestone [M20047]
Liebenrood [M20172]
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The memorial to Anthony Gilbert Storer by Nollekins [M20049]

Francis Hawes bought Purley Hall from Francis Hyde in BfDhe lavished huge sums on it
and its grounds. When the South Seas Bubble burst hesfvdmhkrupt and the Hall was
ordered sold. It was bought by his brother Thomas wlowetl Francis to continue to live
there. When Thomas died in 1756 his grateful brottested a glowing memorial to him which
is now to be found on the north wall of the tower. TWreamorial to their father Francis who died
in 1712 is one of those missing.

The Storers were Lord of the Manor of Purley Magna from 1ir@Bthe estate was broken up
after the death of Richard Fullerton the grandson of the tagrS The estate was bought by
Anthony Morris Storer in 1793 and he developed granditaes for a new mansion to replace
the old manor house by the church which included the remé\al the old houses east of
Mapledurham Drive. He never lived to achieve his plans which futfilkied by his nephew
Anthony Gilbert Storer. Anthony Morris erected a memdddiis father Thomas which was
reset on the north wall of the vestry in 1870 and which teagporarily obscured by the
mezzanine floor. Anthony Morris is commemorated by two ma&tspone on the south wall
of the upper room of the old vestry and the other on &= wall of the nave, next to that of
Anthony Gilbert. The second memorial to Anthony Momigs made by Nollekins a well
renowned 19th century sculptor. Further family memoriadg@ibe found in the east window,
dedicated to the memory of Cecily Storer's sisterhersbuth wall of the nave, to Janet Fullerton
and on the south wall of the tower, to Frederick and LeilartrogvFullerton.

The Liebenrood family are also well commemorated. John Geoeperviood came over from

Saxony to marry the daughter of John Allen (whose memeraaie of those missing). His wife

Ann died in 1772 and her memorial is on the west walhefrtave next to that of his nephew
John Engelberts (1829) who changed his name in ordehéoitnJohn died in 1795 and his
memorial is on the south wall of the tower. The familgdivriginally at Purley Lodge but

later moved to Prospect Park, Reading where a road is namethafter
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The Missng Memorials

Itis clear from earlier records that not all the ment®have survived. The ones that are missing
appear to have been mainly gravestones in the body of the chlinely were mainly incised
black marble and many similar examples can be seen in nearby chyretesps the best
examples being in St Mary's Whitchurch on Thames.

There are nine memorials which have been identified as migkimgich eight were recorded
as gravestones. The other was a marble tablet to Francis Halgis daughter Elizabeth.

Remembering Rectors

Among the missing memorials is one to Richard Watts whore@sr from 1623 until 1659.

His son in law was William Noble of Leicestershire (died )64#0 is commemorated on a
brass plate which used to be found beneath the 14th centhdgwin the old vestry. This was
removed in 1982 and has not yet been remounted. Interestimghe back is a memorial to
Agnes Norton who died in 1601.

Charles Manesty is perhaps Purley's longest serving rectasught he may be surpassed by
Walter Fachel who is believed to have served from 1280 to. 1GB2arles died in 1844 and his
memorial is to be found on the north wall of the chancel.

Charles Henry Travers is commemorated in a plagque on the walltbf the chancel in St
Mark’s church Englefield.

John Henry Dudley Matthews, rector from 1902 to 1914 ntedgic end by drowning. His
memorial is on the south wall of the chancel.

Matthew Powley was rector from 1884 to 1899. Hismoeal is on the south wall of the chancel.

Harold Hawkins was rector from 1961 to 1967 and when thiechhwas rebuilt in 1982 his
children presented a new altar lectern and a pair of candlestiiéls bédar a commemorative
plate.

: TIN MOR
THE Rev. MatT
CANON OF GIBRALTA!
; 20 YEARS RECTOR OF THIS

L PARISH
1884 TO |
DIED AUGUST

FORTY FOUR YEARS RECTOR OF THIS

Memorials to two former rectors - (left) Matthew Powley [M20174] and right Charles Manesty
[M20175]

Modern Memorials

The modern memorials exhibit considerable variety in fornerd@lare three memorials in the
form of windows, seven in the form of plates attached tdtagd a wooden plaque as well
as the more traditional wall tablets.

The Sherwood family have three memorials. The eartigstRichard Sherwood whose widow
gave the money for the three lancet windows in the south ofidtie chancel. Caroline

Sherwood gave the lych gate in memory of her parents andlbptague can be found inside
the gate. Finally Edith Sophia Sherwood was a miasjon China who was one of the victims
of the dowager empress Jung-Lu during the Boxer rebelid®02. Her memorial is another
of those removed in 1982 and now reset in the chancel.
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Memorial to Alderman Memorial to Edith Sherwood [M20176]

Farrer [M20179]

Cecil Aldin was Master of Hounds for the South Berks Haurd lived at Kennelgates (now
Bowling Green Farmhouse) he was a noted artist and ennand his memorial is to be found

beneath that of his son on the south wall of the nave.

Two long serving churchwardens, Herbert Tidbury (d 1@&tl Charles Hodgkin (d 1949) have
their memorials in the nave. Herbert, whose wife was Sahietikss, ran a gunshop in
Pangbourne and his memorial is on the south wall. Chads$Aanaging Director of Sigmund
Pulsometer Pumps in Reading and chairman of the Parish Ctarmoihiny years. His is to be
found on the east wall. A third churchwarden waseBtr Spong, a former landlord of the Bedford

Arms in Reading who established the Garden of Remembrancendsisrial is the reader’'s
desk on the north of the chancel where a small brass plate nfiaynoe

Memorial to Janet Fullerton [M20182]
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TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN MEMORY OF
~ EVELYN AGNES PALGRAVE

Evelyn Palgrave was related to the
compiler of ‘The Golden Treasury’ Her
memorial is a paten (see chapter 17)
The inscription is engraved on the
underside [M20181]

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF

HORACE MICHAEL RABONE

IStah APRIL 19!

The lectern was given in memory of
Michael Rabone [M20180]
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The First World War memorial (M)

War Heroes
There are memorials for both First and Second World Waheatest end of the nave. They
used to sit one over the other but after 1985 the Secondi W@ memorial was moved to the
other side of the tower arch. There are three other plagueartberoes, two of which are
duplicated on the main memorials.

Dudley Cecil Aldin was killed in action on Vimy Ridge ahis unit the 105th Field Company.
Royal Engineers, were engaged in digging tunnels between b@gs to extend the trench
system towards German lines. He is recorded on the main matemmvell as on a plague
erected by his father on the south wall of the nave.

Allan Powley was the son of Matthew Powley and he was kifi€glerman East Africa during
the campaign to take it from the Germans in 1916. His mairieron the south wall of the
nave.

There were three Nash brothers involved in the First Wowdd, 8bns of Mr A Nash of Lower
Farm (Scraces). Robert was taken prisoner by the Turks atdetbat at Kut in April 1916.
He suffered apalling brutality and died in the following teegber. His brother William was
killed in France in July 1916. Also related to the Nashas adward John Reed who died as
a prisoner of war of the Japanese in 1943. He appears &etiond World War memorial and
on the grave of his sister, Lillian Nash, in the new chygarid.

Harry Kirk was a stoker on HMS Black Prince which was bloyrduring the Battle of Jutland
in May 1916.

Harry Jarman was the son of the coachman at Westfields, the Wwbich used to stand where
Nursery Gardens now is. He died of wounds in Augusb1®e is also commemorated on his
mother's grave by the south wall of the old churchyard.

Hugh Lister was a nephew of Lord Lister and his mother owhedOld Rectory. He was
ordained before the Second World War and often used to casetuides in the church for Mr.
Skuse. He enlisted as a combatant rather than as a chaplainresttiaeegputation for daring,
winning the MC for a particularly ferocious attack on a Gergnamposition. He was killed in
action in 1944 and is commemorated on the main memorialhaswon a plaque on the north
wall of the sanctuary.
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Memorial to Dudley Cecil Aldin Purley’s only Commonwealth War Grave
[M20183] of Charles Elliott [M20184]

In memory of HUGH EVELYN LISTER MJ(
Priest of Old Rectory House Purley

a Major in the Welsh Guards killed
in action in Belgium 9" September 1944

Memorial to Hugh Lister [M20185]

Memorial to Alan
Powley [M20177]

The Gravestones
The oldest gravestone in the churchyard is that to Sarah Bavdioadied in 1720. There are
several other 18th century graves eg Eleanor Nichols (1781)adm Nichols (1725), Martha
Lovegrove (1757), William Viner (1773) and Mary Vinei7g4). Several of these have been
levelled to facilitate grass cutting.
Three of the tombs in the old part of the graveyard have bst las being of special
architectural or historic interest. These are the ones to HdSle&rwood (1856) and John
Sherwood (1792) both by Ashlar and that to Thomas Cannimich was moved to its present
position in 1985.
There is an official Commonwealth War Graves Commission hezlstoCharles Elliott in
the new churchyard. Several graves bear additional references tdlledemkhe two World
wars. In addition to those noted above there is a referemena@d Rawlins (1944)
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The Lych Gate - erected in memory of John and Harriett Sherwood and their daughter Edith
Sophia [M20059]
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