Account of Purley on Thames
A Short History of St Mary's Church

R200542 24/2/2018

By The Reverend Harold Hawkins 1962.

This incorporates two drawings by Sybil Pryor - of the Norman Arch (M061403) and the Norman
Font (M061xxx)

The original is stored as N001148
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Mr. William R, fisher; when he was Sccretary
of the Parochial Church Council obtained much of
the interesting informstlon contained in this short
History of ot. dary's Churca, Purley, and we both
hope that it will be wselful and of interest to
visibors to our ancient and lovely Church, as well
as to those who live in Purlev,

The proceeds from the sile of this booklet will
be eiven Lo our Church funds, and I heope that those
who read it will come to our Church when possible
to join with us in the worship of God,

#ill you plezse remember that it is God's
house and churchyard, and sa2y 2 prayer for us and
for yourselves before Leaving,

May God bless you alwiys,

H.B., Hawkins,
(RuCTOR. )

1962,



FURLEY FPanIoH CHURCH

The Parish of Purley accorcing to statuces of the Board
of Agriculcure, 1905, consigts of 862 acres of land, which et
that time comprised L7 acres of arable land, 375 aeres of
permanent grass, and 15 acres of woods, The Common Land was
anclosed in 1455,

The cecivation of the name Yhurleyv',

Lo ne Ulsn Lulbuff it w=s known as rerlei

it it "-| = \_.-fl i & W i Furlai

it i .Li-l- l.-fl it iT (k] i 1 }—ur'le
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tF Rk ! it came Lo be known by its esent naus

of Furdcy.

Purley Farisn ties west of Fangbourne and is bouaded on
its northern ard eastSern sides by the Biver Thames. Ths
nearest Railsay Station ia at Tilshurst,

Pu*lllﬂP1ri ig divided into two parts by Dritish Hailways,
The house is a laree Georgian building of Fortland ctonh = 3]
Italien Etyley The Fapish Church-of go. Mary the Virgin 1s

situated in the park just above what used to be a ferry eslled
Furlasy Perry.

Ihe other large house in the Farish formerly known as
Hyde Hall, now known as Purley Hall is partly situated in thﬂ
}nr_ghes of Furley, 3ulkam and Fangbourne, and used to belong
to & former Rector of Sulkam, Hew, #.C. @ilder, but nas now
been sold., It ds sn sarly 170h eentury mansion of brick an
storie and the famous #irren Hastings stayed there whilst
aw . ibing his trial for impeachment.

I""\.u
{_J

The Church of o6. Mary consists of & nmodern chencel -ylth
north VEEETV and eresn chamber, nave, north aisle, a 1l7th
cantury Jest Tower measuring internally G'6% by 9'5" and a
modern South Forek.

The Church was entirely rebuilt in the year 187C, with the
exceéption of the tower. The materials of the church are flint
with stone dressings. The early 12th century chancel arch of

the former building has been reset and incorporated inbto tae



horth wall of the chancel, and it TOW SpPIANsS the opening
into the organ chamber (see illustration). It is of Two
square orders on the south face, the soffit of the cuter
order being moulded with a half round, and the jambs nave
shafhs with moulded bases, cushiecn capitals znd chomfered
“baci carved with the nail hcad.

Some fropgments of original 13th century work survive
in the l-ncet window at the Horth Last of the Chancel, and in
the llorth doorway and window of the vestry snd organ chamber,
4 1lzte 15th century window of three cinguefoiled lights under
= Foup contred nsad, N0W Serving a3 the Zast window of tne
vestry completes the catalogue of the structuril survivals
from the former Churchi

The dest Tower dated 1526 is of stone foced with red brick,
TAth externil dressings of steone. 1o is in thres recesscd
stases with on embattled paraped and moulded cornice; on
the uast, obouch and lest faces of the cornice respectively
sre two gorgoyles, anc on the North Cece is onme gargoyle

only placed centrally.

i

The taower arch is two centred and of a single chanfered
OGS

The jost wirdow of tThe ground stage is of twe unicusped
lichte within & 8fuare heatd,

The ringing stage is lipgnted on tha dest By 8 moaern
Endou of two brefoiled lighbts, The belfrey i Tighted on all
four sides by plain scuare hsaded openings.

n the extaerior of the Jouth wall of the ringing chamber
ig 4 stene slab on which is carved the date 1626, and 2 ouarc-
srad shield of the srms of oJir John 3t. Jonn, which are ob.
Jobn guartzred with Foynings and Irogoze.

The Bells

There 1s a ring of s8ix bells,

Prebls by Thomas Ganawny, 1778,

Thwe Second is inscrioved 'Prayse ye the Lord™  ang 1s
dzted 1635,

The ohird is inscribed "Prayse ye the Lond™, and 1is
dated 1529, :

The Fourth is also inseribed “Frayse ye the Lord*, =and
is dated 18627,

The Tilth was recast in 1787 and the tenor is inseribed
"Lord Grandesonn't, and dated 15629, T S




Brasses and Mural 'fablets

In the East wall ol the organ chamber is a briass eon-
memorasing Sillidm Neble, won of Thomas Noble of fesarsby,
Leicestershire., [he ingcription states that he was Late

raracon of Brooksbye 2nd Vicar of cueensborough, Leicestershire,
and that he died Bth Octoker, 164k,

In the North wall of the Tower is an elaborate mural
tablet Lo Anne, the wife of Zdward Hyde, afterwards Lord
Clarendon, and dﬂughter of uu. Georgze ﬁyllffe Knight of
Grittenham, ~J1lt she died 2nd July, taia, m&ed 20, sabove
e i8L g ahinld of arms, and she is ho;dlnb a ‘baby in ‘her arms.

In the same wall is a tablet to Jane, daughter and helr
of John Iwardby, wife of Johm ot, John,

Orn the oouth wall af thé casncel is a plate to the nemory
of a Regsor = the Rev, Jorn Henry Dudley Matthews, M.i., who
was drowned on Z0th December, 1914, whilst crossing the Thames
dbove the welir at Map’ cdurham lOLK et ong aunujy EVCNlT' when
he was roturning home 270ter preaching in Mapledurham church,

£tk sherwood of

Anotner mural toblet is Lo the memory of =di
Loger: pnlaine a8t

the China Inland Mission who was killed in the
hekiang in 1900,

From another age comes i sculptured group by Joseph
Nollekins in memory of ohe who died in the Bihanas.

Ceedil Aldin, 4 7ell known painber cf huating scenes wio
1' vad from 1870 uﬁ LS e COmmenora ed on a brass plate on
the south wall o the hu el

In the ckurchywrd and te the YMorth and dest of the Tower
is the btomb [surrounded by railings) of Thomas Canning 1755 -
1525, brother ¢f tae Frime Minister, George Canaing.

an Almsdish inscribesd the gift of Frances Twysden, spinster,

davgnter of oir w»+illidam TwysdP1 Boronet, of East Iecxiian in
Hent,'ta Lhu Fayign Chureh of LurTuy, Lerkghlre ]?;5 bearing
the date letter of 1p83, and there is a flagon of 16 ?l



Patronage . fhe aAdveowscn belonged at first to the Lords of the
ianor. Purley sasnor (Great) Manor belonged to Ddward the
Confessor.,

1042-1066 it was hsld in Fief by Bristleward on payment annuzlly
of 2G/= to Edw-rd at iindsor Castle. It was held by Theodoric
the Goldsmith =t Lhe Uoomsday Survey 1C85.

I'ha ddvowmson was valued an &4, Os, 83., in 1291, the Auvtob of
Reading receiving 2/=q In the lhth century the Patronags
belonged wo the ollepre of 8ty Hdmurd of seljsbury, In 13539
aprroximately, the mﬂvonsun was taken into Henry VIII's hands
2t the time of the dissclution of the monasteries when the
1iving was wortn £17. 17s. 33d., and the Frovost of the

cllege paid a pension of R0/-. In 15+o ;t was given Lo
7illiom St. Barbe, In 1595, the Church was described os a
Farsonags inproprizte, somatime belong 1ny bo the digsolved

collage GT ot . odmand,

In 1523 tne Liviag was 2 RQectory. The Fatronage upon
the demise of ot. barbe reverted to the Crown until 1822,
In 1822 the Fatronage was given to the Lord Chancellor wno
the Fatron @t bhe present time.
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The older Hegisters are kept in Berks Record COF
Reading.

(B PRt

ies, Shire Hall,

Registers of Baoptisis, sarriages and burials 1662-1773, wmar-
rigpes 1622-1754, AL tne front there is a ligt of Tlrophy
lﬂqy” collacted in 1?L7, 4 Al list of churchwirdens and
overseers 15662-1773. Ihroe wolumes in all, 1563-1908,
Accounts, overseers, SUrveyors, one Ve 1umc 18 eh-19ths  Tno
1711 there is an interesting memo of a casc brought ggainst
the Rector by George Elzgrave Yin s piloue for not kesping
‘and Bell fer ye wse of ye -Farish®,

[he most recent registers in the Church sife are as follows i-

Faptists Ona wvelume 1213 - 1942

4 4 1948 - still in use at the present day.
Merriapes Cne volume 1813 - 1639

) H 1538 - still in use at the pressnt day.
Burials One volume 1814 - still in use at the present day.




; The 3tone Font is vory unusual (Sce illustration). It

is of the ecarly 12th cenbury and is tub shaped with 3 moulded
basg.  ourreuanding the bowl is 2 highly enriched arcade of
semi-eirédular interlacing arches with 4 narrow band of chevron
ornament abowve.,  In the centra of the east side twe wider bays
are Tormed in the 4reiding by the omissicn of the altcrnate
pilasters with their arches. In one of the ranels thus formed
is a head, probably intended [or the hosd of our Lerd, anc
another manel is Tilled with iatérlaced work.,

The Holy Communicn Flate consists of & chalice and
paten both imscribed, The gift of Frances Hawes Lo Uhe
Parish of Purley in berkshire 1733, and bearing the date
letter of the same ysar,

L))



Boll of Parsons and Ssctors of 3t, Mary the Virgin, Furley.
1566 diehard Bog@on,

1623 Randall Hright (died).

16%3 Richard iotbs

&6l Dandel ﬁbynor

16, 121662 ta 1L, €. lﬁFO Thomz

s Blagrave (died)

15 G 1690 so 2UL0, L68a.#}hﬂmns Blagrave, Jr. {died)
27,11.,1684 to 24.10.1719 “7i11liam Gotswicke, 4,M, (died)
(o recerd of Zecter 1719 = 1723},
1718 %o 23,.,12,1723. Thomas Toovey, 8.I1.B., exchanged
living for Hwincembe, Oxon,
2L.12.1723 to 29, 8.1741 James Harrisen (disd}, ‘He built
the Farsonagce House (now the 0ld Rectory).
30. 88,1741 to 15. 4.,1766. Christopher dells. D.D. (died)
10, 6.1766 to 3 3 1?8? Benjomin Skinner, 4.l. (died)
1. 6.1788 Lo 1800, Johm Cooper (ThELEHEd)
23, 81800 by ll.ll,l 3L),, Charles Mancsty (died)
28.12,184% to 18754 Richard Falmer
1875 ©o 1881 CGnarles Henry Travers,
17, 3.1881 to 1895, Matthew Fowley.
Wo rector appeinceca until 1902
1902 to 20.12.1914 Jehn Henry Dudley Matthews. M.A.
(Drowaed in the Thomes while crossing, see page 3).
i LR LB U Ry ehiaied | Ho Exriag.
29 12,1078 %0 15, 51927 Charles H, Cos (He seld the 9ld
Rectory and built the new one).
s R B iy B8 et [ e LV B S SN e Herris-Rivett., (Lxchanged
livings with Zewv. 1,2, 3Skuse),
22 ,12,1931 to 1956, Lrnest bdwin Slkusc Lih,
7 113956t 20 01 1960, (Hllism Henry Morton, b.uc.
l. 6.’."_:?]_. Hergld B, H’l:\'}a.J_’l:;l‘, Lull. _J.O[l. sl T



