
Account of Purley on Thames
Feet of Fines

R200571   8/12/2018

Until just after the Restoration land could not be 'owned' in the modern sense, it could be 'held' from
a higher authority such as the King or the Pope but as land was created by God it was owned by him
and the Pope or a King 'held' it of God and could then allow their underlings to hold parts of it.

This created a difficult situation in mediaeaval times as someone who held land would garner the
fruits of that land and when they died would want to pass on the benefits to their family or when they
were short of cash wanted to dispose of it to someone else. In the case of heirs the matter was fairly
simple. The heir could petition the king, pay a fine and thus regain all the rights.

However, in order to pass land holdings to a third party, the only way was to indulge in a complex
legal suit where one party sued another and got a legal judgement. This judgement was delivered on
a sheet of parchment written down three times. Two of these went to the two parties and the third
went to the public record. The sheet was cut with wavy lines which was a security procedure so that
in the case of a future dispute the wavy line cuts could be matched from two of the copies to ensure
that they were genuine.

The third copy, called the Foot was deposited at court and while the other two copies have mostly
disappeared over the years, the Feet have survived and can be seen today at the Public Record Office
at Kew. Margaret Yates, for the Berkshire Record Society, has surveyed all the feet for Berkshire and
published her summary of the contents in a two volume book in the Berkshire Record Series
(volumes 23 and 24 in 2017) Those that referred to Purley or one of its manors are reproduced below.

In the text of the fines the word Querem refers to the complainant in this ficticious suit. He would
be the person who would take up the rights and hold the land in future. The word deforcium
(defendant) indicates the party giving up the rights. We quote two references, one in the text defines
the position in the two volumes, the second of the form Tyyyy/xx refers to the document in the T
series of the Project Purley archive.

T1312/02  We start with the Huscarle family apparantly acquiring  Purley Magna from Nicholas
de Guildford. However the Huscarles held the manor between 1166 and 1369 We must assume that
they had sublet it to Nicholas and were regaining it.



T1314/01 - Walter Fachel was vicar of Purley from 1280 to at least 1332 when he had gone blind.
He had got into serious debt. He appears to be disposing of some of his glebe lands to pay his debts.
The debt was recorded in 1329 as amounting to 22 marks which he owed to James de Ispan.

T1329/04 We believe that the manor of Lething was recorded as Burley three times in Domesday
and was the area now known as Purley Rise It was a craftsman's free area astride the road from
Reading to Wallingford and adjacent to La Hyde. The de Philiberts had been lords of La Hyde
between  1283 and 1304, re-acquiring the manor in 1317 after it being plundered by John de St
Philibert's guardian after his father Hugh died. He appears to be other rights in this transaction.

T1330/02 The Malyns family were lords of Purley Parva from 1302 to 1424. They appear to be
acquiring some land from the Huscarles who were lords of Purley Magna.



T1342/03 In this transaction the Huscarles seem to be subletting Purley Magna as a gift to two
nephews.

T1364/01 Walter Haywood acquired La Hyde from the St Philiberts in 1352. Here he seems to be
making the transaction legal.

T1371/1 Nicholas Carew I was the stepfather of Sir Thomas Huscarle who died in 1369. He had
acquired the manor of  Beddington in 1353 and in this transaction is legalising his ownership of
Purley Magna. The Carews went on to acquire all the Purley manors and by bringing men from those
manors to work on his Beddington estate founded the naming a Purley Surrey as these men were
always referred to as de Purley.



T1431/1 Nicholas Carew II  died in 1432 but just before that he acquires the other two manors of
Purley Parva from the Malyns and La Hyde.

T1454/1 This is to make sure that other descendants of the Malyns and St Philberts give up any rights
to the three manors.



T1462/01 Nicholas Carew IV was on the wrong side at this time in the wars of the Roses. Edward IV
who had seized the throne in 1461 issued a warrant for the arrest and imprisonment of Nicholas and
ten others on some rather odd charges. As a result Nicholas had to dispose of many of his manors to
the Norreys but with some sleight of hand he was pardoned and regained much of it. However this
set up a series of complex litigations and marriage settlements. He had died by 1466 with his son
Nicholas V a minor. But he did not survive Bosworth and in 1485 all the Carews' lands went to his
sisters and thereby to the St John (Purley Magna), Norris (Purley Parva) and Hyde (La Hyde)
families




