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64. The Purley Pork River Estate
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On Saturday, Tth June 1986, the Purley Park Property .
Owners Association celebrated their 50th anniversary aty
a meeting in Purley Memorial Hall., Iormed +o “safeguang
the interests of the owners and to provide social and
communal activities® it has also played its part in thej
conversion from the rural slum that the Purley Park Rive
Bstate had become in the Post-war years to the 4
desiralble res iidential area that it is today.

The 34-acre estate, which lies in the NE corner of the 1
parish neaxr the church, was one of many “plot-lands®
which developed in the first forty vears of this centu
The main concentrations in SE England were along the

South coast of Sussex, in the North Downs of Surrey, ind
Bssex and the riverside suburbs of the Thames Valley. =
Thousends of dream homes vere erected without reference §§
to councils, planners, ﬂrcbltecbg, puilding societics oxl
even tuilders. By the post-war years many had decllned?
to become cyesores and gave their local councils a bad 4
headache’ - and this included the Purley Park Estate. .

Althout% the estate as we: know it today only dates from

1934, when Mrs. Mountain offered camping or %o1ldﬁv %1Te~
for sale from £5 to £25 cach which could be paid’ for at
1 shilling a week; the history of the land itself can
be traced back,for more than 900 years, For Purley, in



common with thousands of other villages and towns all
over England, 1986 is the 900th anniversary of its entry
In the Domesday Book, The area now covered with houses
formed part of the manor of Purley Megna, which was held
beTfore 1066 from King Edward the Confessor by a Saxon
then called Bristward. Following the King's death in
1066, England was successfully invaded by the Norman
King, William the Conqueror, who came to claim the throne
nf Bngland which was his by right. '

IMwenty years later in 1086 William regquested o detailed
survey of the country. With no knowledge of geogrophy
nd no maps, he needed te know who held what and where

In order to obtain the highest peossible rcturns for the
lands grented to his followers. He had inherited o system
of local zovernment, probably established by his Saxon
prodecessor Alfred the Great in the 9th century, This
had developed into the so-called "feudal system” whereby
services were rendered to and for the King in time of war
in return for land held, The land was assessged by hides
- five hides for a knight - originally a unit of land
wufficient to support a fazmily, which later became a

unit of taxation rather similar to our rating system.

At the time of the Domesday survey, Purley Magna wes
held ty Roger son of Seigfreid, the number of hides had
been reduced from 4% to 4, and 9 villagers and 3
prmellholders lived there with their families tilling
the land.

[t seems that most of the area rnow bounded bty the
railway on the south, the river on the north and east
md Mapledurham Drive on the west was known ag the '"Dasgt
Field® and at an unknown -date was divided and enclosed
into smaller fields, From a map made in 1786 we know
that these fields were called Foveys Piddle, Hop Garden
rnd Wheathams on the west side, now bisected by
Mapledurham Drive; the Common Marsh and Horse Croft
Mead along the river bank, part of the latter now
forming River Gardens; with Vheathams and Churchams
under Colyton Way and Wintringham Way respectively and
Little Wheathams and Dungeroft in the ares of J

5t Mary's Avenue, The 18th century field boundaries



chonged in the 19th and agein by the 20th centuries ;
but they bear no relation to the road pattern of today.H

Curving NV from Purley Green, now the car park in fronty
of St Mary's Church, the original village “Sireete” b
vassed over the ares now covered by The Short, Oalk Tree,
Valk and Parlk WUelk., Just east of the junction of theseg
last two a road called Marsh Lone led north to the :
Common Marsh ond the River Thames, At this point the |
Strect turned SW to the pond formerly at the bottom of §
¥ew Hill. On either side of the Street were several “f
cottases and gardens which belonged to the lord of the
manor end one to the church. ' ‘

Trom vorious Glebe Terriers deting from the 17th
century we low the names of some of the tenonts who
lived in 3 cottoges on the north side of the street,
the centrc one being the Glebe cottage. These were
Nicholas JUSTICE and Jokn NORTH (16C8). John WELLS,
Robert COXHDAD ond Barnohe SIHONS (1634), John WILDER,
Richard OSBOHNE and Thomas BUSHENILL (1671) and Thomas
CRESSWELT, (1704), by which timé the glebe cottage appeazy
to have fallen down. From an initial comparison of the:
1786 mop with the modern 0S map these properties appear |
to have lain diaconally IE from 1 Oaok Tree Wallt towards §
Park Valk, %

Tn 178& the cottages on either side of the glebe land
werc occupied by William Iulzeman and Benjemin GUTTRIDGE #
with Vidow DuNCH opposite, in the area of the back g
gardens of St Mary's Avenue. At the corner of Marsh
Lone John NEWBURY lived next dooxr to John GREEN, All @
these cottoges were described as lapsed Copyhold tenantdd
who were now presumably only paying an annual rent, E

Within o decade great changes were to tcke place which
not only affected the lives of these villagers. but
altercd the whole face of the parish,

(To be continued)

Jean Debney



6k. The Purley Park River Bstote (part 2)

11’1

hen Anthony Morris Storer purchased the manor of Purley
Mogna dn 17935 he crested -« gentlemen's park from the
countryside. - Almost all drace oF »he old fielis . .posds
and buildings disappeared and chaonged again when the
Great Western Rnilway divided the Park in 1840,

Coimmon Marsh and Horse Croft Mend by the river beocanme =
large meadow let to Farmer Sherwood: it is still
grazing. land iwith River Gardens on ;nrt oF Atu . Fark
and, Churchams, -later to become part of the River &state,
wis ‘a pasture let with the new mamsionhouse on the hill,
A kitehen garden with cotinge and greenhouses to tupply

produce to the monsion was bule ed round the church:
tiic boundary can be traced round Waterside Drive ond
Church Mews developed in the 1970s. Maggots Moor
extended from the railwey te St Mary's Avenue and is
now Primrose Close, ctc. Many specimen treces planted
about 1800 cdn ‘still be found.

The Strcete was renlaced with New Hill & St Mary's
Avenue (Church VWalk 19thC) for access to v111agc and
church respectively and shh Line noved west to

heeome Mapledurham Drive, The cottagers were prob:bly
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rc¢housed locally but Choarles Ballard's family were thaf
sole residents neor the church in 1840-1,

Further changes had token place in the field pattern
the estate was scld by the fomily in 1920: Park and

hurchams, now Ywell timbered” Par, hnd 1ncreﬂ3ﬁd from
22 to 34 acres sond w2as lat to f“rmcr RQobert 5 dnﬁLrS.'T

T

Despite the domp cenditions of "The Park" it proved as
popular heliday spot vhen Mrs Mountain commenced sellf
sm~1ll plots in 193%. With no smenities the sites werel
for sumier usc only in wheeled sccommodation: soon afg
variety of sheds, cte. with wheels tocked on their sidl
appenrcd amongst the tents ond caravans, many being 3
occupied all year. The outbreak of WWIT and the Londol
Blitz in 1929-40 increcsed the number of permanent '
residents to 800 with cvacuces and the Y'horbed-outM.

Despite aopplicaticns, the local council refused to ol
ony permanent building os the sren wos considered

unsuitable ~nd, with no water, sanitation or power, ifd
becwme very run dovn. The severe floods in the winten
1947 ruined homes ~nd left a trnil of debris and
floating cheniccl loos ~nidst the unnetalled, muddy an
pot-holed ronds. AT this time a plan by the couneil G
buy the estate and VYelean it up“ proved too bxpcn51ve"
and had to be zbandoned.

Bradfield Rural Dis t“~0u Council attompted in 1966 to'}
condenn the area os 2 heslth hazard but failed as few'y
the dwellings were ~ctually Yunfit". Ry 1967 sonc sifh
had been connected +“ t1e water and sewerage but thera
little genernl improveaent: permnnent buildings were
still dl allowed as the pleots were too small but

pileceneal bathrcom or bedroom extensions had been |
pernitted nadding to the general romshackle anpearanced

(S5

A Guidance Plan drzwn up in 1970 was nccepted and Slnj

that date great improveicnts hove been made. The chiel

ronds have been wmide up, mony suall plets have been

ainlgancted to allow the construction of nmodern bricks

houses, most sites cire now connected to the main servil
"l
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2nd gas zrrived in 19064,



them memorics, photographs ctc. of the n.stﬂ._tca The buu
hnd railway carriage "homes" hove gone and very few
Pehncks" remzain,. Bob Skepritt st 1 O k Treoe W“lk is very
keen to collect any reminiscences of tThe’ n“st ‘whigh recall
such happy - and sad - times on the Purley Park. blv
Estotea .o BB & T ' F ;‘3
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65, Some Memories of the River Estate

The small size of the plots and coping without services
generated a tremendous spirit of community from the
earliest days. The Oral History Group of Project Purley
have interviewed some who remember the life, laughter
and problems of those times, and below are two extracts
from among those happy memories,

Mrs. Hilda DAW related her experiences Wth trylng to
obtdin water during her first visit with her husband,
who was on leave. She had borrowed her sister's three
chalets which were built of wood like portable garages -
two were used as bedrooms and the third as a dining

room with a small kitchen in front, Assuming that
everything would be laid on as in London, they were very
surprised to find no running water or electricity.
Lucklly her husband knew how to light the lamp but not
how to work the pump, so Mrs. DAW had to visit a
neighbour 3 or 4 times a day for water, The neighbour
eventually asked if she knew water had to be put down
first in order to get some up; but she didn't knpw.

S0 the lady gave her some more and she went back and put
the water down and - lo.and behold! - she got some water
up. But by then it was almost time to go home., Her



sister screamed with laughter when askel about the put
and sai? "what do you think the bottles of water in th
loo were for?" but she hadn't asked.

The pumps presented an added problem in the winter wha
they had to be primed with boiling water to melt the |
before obtaining more water. Some of these pumps stil
exist an' may still be in warking order.

Hrs. Lyn Nicholson recalled that copinz without

seweraze was a “scream”. They had to make 1o with .
regular visits by "Dan, Dan the lavatory m=n" who tend
to appear at hreakfast time, go throuzh the house with
big bucket, do the "necessary" and march out azain.
He then climbed a ladder and cmptied the contents into
"sort of hole" in the top of his brown van. Rumour hat
it that he once pinched the van and went off to Scotlan
for a holiday, which she thought wouldn't have smelled.
very pleasant. Tn orler to let "Dan" know that his ]
services were needed, it was suc~gested that the lettery
‘H' for the Hampshiie Cleansing Dept. should be hung on
the gates. Then someone had an even brichter idea and |
‘L' plates were used instead. The sirht of these caus
hoots of laughter amongst visitors when they delicately
enquired the reason for them.

With the installation of i2ains drainace, this novel use
for L-plates has been superceded but their use still |
causes much lighthearted amusement. It is hoped that
no=one encountered Dan and his van on his holiday in
Scotland!

John Titterton has compiled a 10-minute tape using theay
and other extracts with a conuectinz coumentary. This
will be played at our Christmas Social evenin: in
December. Further tapes will be nlayed by Tom Robinson
who has organised these recordings, following our AGM
next March. Visitors will be welccmed at both these

meetings.
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