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existed. This led to a spate of new
s;hools or fimprovements to existing buildings. Purlev
already had a "small free school built =and :1prorted %y
Fh§ thtor”n Mothing further is known of this buildins
ouF i Was possibly on the szme site as the present . )
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In _o?u fif Regtor Qi Purley was the Rev Richard Palmer

; n ae inherited his brother's considerable cstate in
1672 he was ix : L
!72_.u 453 in a posi .tion to be generous to the parish and
h; b4 ne brick and flint school building for
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died in October 1874 before the building was officiall
ned aend the site passed to his sister.
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OJj#D February 1873, a week after the school was opened,
a ceed was registered in Cha ancery for a piece of land

neasuring 2 100uu_ perches (just over £ acrec) given by
Miss Palmer to the then Recter of Purley, the Rev Traverse

gn the plot were "two customary messuages (housef)
Drgerly One nessuage ... together with the gardens and
orchards thereto belonging" and "the school rcube and
buildings™,

TV . o
fhe site had been part of the manor of Little Purley =nd



ibed in the document as being '"bounded cn 4the north
ffhe public road" (Purley Street), on the Meast and
ith by the glebe lands of the parish" (the former
ory now Lister Close and Miss Pryor's house,
pectively) and "on Lke,west by land of ﬁtﬂOnj Morris
rer" (now a pair of semi-detached nousas)

gour modern ears the restrictive clauses of the deed

nd very porpous. Tﬁ: sciool was to be used cnly for
education of the adults snd children of the lebouring,

ufacturing and other poorer classes of Purley and for
residence cf the master or mistress. It was to be

at all reasonable times for the School Inspector,
Sckool Manager, the Rector was to control the finance,
religious, moral and cother instruction of the
fiolars, as well as to select, appoint end dism:
achers (who had to be ner bcr& of the CHU“CQ o
could also permit Lne prenises to be used as =
day School,
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5 thus markbd the beginning ¢f 2 new era for Purley
13 ; 1 today by the children

1is parish,

Jean Dcbney



L - AN EARLY REFERENCE TO PURLEY SCHOOL

The.surnasie "iartin" was relatively common in Purley in
the 18th century and it has not proved entirely possible
to identify the different families. A John Martin,

sawyer from Padworth, paid taxes in Purlcy before 1710
and a Copyhold Rent in 1754. In the 1770s 2 Thomas Martin
was cordwainer (shoemaker) in the parish until he died in
1792. It is pcssible that at least Thomos Martin is one
of the two men referred to in the next paragraph.

In July 1818 at the Manor Court of Purley Parva a herict
of 55 each (i.e. a death duty due to the lord of the
manor) was paid for John and Thomas Martin., It was
against a Copyhold Lease for "two customary messuages

or tenenents - formerly one messuage or tenenment -
adjoining together with the gardens and orchards
belonging™. A new Copyhold Lease was then granted for
the three lives of the Rector of Purley, Rev Charles
Manesty, his wife Eliza and his niece Emma Warner. They
were to pay an entry fine (price) of £10 and 2/64
annual rent.

The description of this property is so similar to that
in the Deed of Purley School in 1875 (see last month's
story), except that the adjacent properties are not
mentioned, that it probably applies to the same site.
S0, the question arises; was the Rev Manesty leasing
this property sc that his wife and niece could run a



1 school for the children of the parish?. The answer
don't know, but further researches may provide it.

t same year (1818) in reply to a Parliamentary

nquiry into the education of the poor, Rev Manesty said
iat there was a small school for 20 children in

ley and that he sent the "elder children" to schools
Pangbourne and Tilehurst. In 1802, soon after he was
pointed as Rector, thirtecn children with an average
11 years were presented with a Prayer Book and
stament each. The implication of this is that they
had all received some form of education and could rezad.

There was said to be no school in Purley when the
* Bishop of Sarun enquired at his Primary Visitation in
£ 1783; so0 the date of 1818 rust remain, for the tinme
ing at least, as the earliest reference to 2 school
§in the parish.

Jean Debney






























