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L5 ~ THS Sith OF TRUD KING

Every school log book has its sharc of raughty boys
whose activitics disrupt the classroon and drive
often inadcquatc mistress to distroction.  In the 19th~
century, parents and childéren alike were poorly motivated
towerds cducetion which was considered by many to be of
scecondary importance to going out to work. Also nany of
the chiléren were illnourished and unhealthy and
therefore unable to concentratc on enything for long.

Most education then consistcd of "learning by rote" the
subjceets te be examined by the Inspcctor on his annual
visit. Upon the success or failure of the chilércn to
reach the desired standard in this examination depended
the allovance made to the school and the tcecher's WAZES
for the following year. With hindsight, this method of
tecaching wes boring although thorough = as those who arc
still able to usc their tables to advantage tocay will
testify - and it restricted the introduchion of other
subjects or of 2 morc interesting approach to teaching
the three Rs, Vhilst the girls might be gainfully
occupicd with hours of needlcwork, therc was little that
relicved the tedium for the boys who soon became bored

" and played up. Despite frequent floggings, their
behaviourshoved little signs of improvement and both
terchers and pupils elike nmust have folt relieved when !
such disruptive children left the school.



a child was 7 year old Fred King vho lived in Purley
just cver a year. He and his family moved into a
sage on the 0xford Road in the winter of 1892 and,

b his older sister Mary, started at Purley School on
March. During his brief poriocd in the schocl his
gviour attrected more then the usual nurber of entrics
the log book and the following extracts tell their
story.

thin twe months of his arrival the nistress wrote that
rk hes besn stealy except with 2 or 3 boys who have
gen idle and froublesonmc, perticulorly during needlework
e". By the endé of liay she was driven to nanme hin:
red King contirwes (author's underlining) to give a
eat amount of trouble, and is 2 great hindrence to work
is bad conduct and example affects the school badly",
1d a fortnight later on 3rd Junc his "conduct hes been
B0 persistently bad that I felt obliged to suspend him
2 tine, as he was deing sc nuch harm by his vicious
femple” . He was away for two wecks, and when he
turned "on Twesday merning (17th June) he promised
tter behaviour", Relative pecce now reigned until the

i) I
ble",

® summer holideys @ic not start until mid-August that
ar and on the Sth she rccorded that "Fred King hes been
#tecedingly 17%e and troublesone 2ll the week and has
ndercd the work greatly. Otherwisc 211 has been wellf,
e following weck both Fred and his sistor Mery

bsented themselves because (they) were reppoved on

nday for very insolent behaviour".

ter the holiday, school storted again in late

ptember and on the 30th"Fred King is very troublesome
idle" but "the othér boys are working steadily™.

i the sanc day "corporal punishment (was inflicted) on

ive of the bigger boys for wilful disobedience and

BUsing damage to the shrubs in the playground".

pring the next three months there are regular entrics

Bout Frecd's behaviour: on 28th October he "is very

Foublesome anu idle, the other boys are working



steadily". And on 18th November he "is still very
inattentive and troublesome, he makes no progress him-
self and is a great hindrance to the other children",

By 2nd Decenber the mistress was desperate and "inflicteq
a flogging on Fred King for his persistent disobedience",

By this time, word of thc disruptive behoviocur of Fred
and some¢ of the other children in the school had reecheg
the ears of the squire's wife, Mrs Storer. ©She visited
the school on 13th December and asked for a report on
cach child's conduct. Tred, two other boys and o girl
werc reported as being a Yconstant trisl, they are so
persistently lazy cond never can concentrate their
thoughts on eny subjcct for nore than two minutes.at g
time", This secizs to have hed the desired effect for a
time and on 20th January 1893 it was noted that "Fred
King hes greatly improved in his behaviour this last
week or two".,

The previous September, Miss Sophia & Capel, a
"Certified Teacher of the First Class" had arrived to
take charge of the school. Her stay did not last long
and one gains the impression that her ability to
maintain discipline was poor., In one of the last
entrics she made in the Log Book before she resigned in
April 1893 she says that "Fred King has been excecdingly
troublcsome this weck and ebsented himself onc day
because he was punished for rudeness and disobedience.
His father sent 2 very insulting messagc to the teacher”.

The King family seems to have left the village soon
after this, no doubt to general sighs of relief all
round.
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