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garly fTive years sfter helping Christopher Stenton

to write his wili, Rev. Thomas Stoning, ?*Parson”

of bBuriey died. His cdoath ssems to have been
']

unexpected as he had no time to write a will and
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his widow, Clizabeth, cbizinad letter of Administration
for mhis sstate from the Archdeacon of Berkshirs

grccaArd Mearen - 1585 The official papers inclute
a "Curation Bend® +that she would Ywell and honistlie
norishe, instructe and bring uppe" his three children,
William, Anne and Elizabeth, Since no baptismal
regicters exist for Puzley from the 16th century,
this iz the only source of information aboutr his

Thomas Stoning probably died a few davs before
thae inventory of his goods and chatiels was made
on  Zath January 1585. Edwsrd Comber, John North
hird man listed his possessions which had
a total value of £35 18s 8d. Although the house
was sparsely furnished by taday's standards, he
was much wealthier than his former neighbour,
Christopher GStenton, whose goods were warth Jjust
ousr £9,
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In the religious upheavals following the death
of Henry VIII, several Purley clergy were deprived
of their 1livirgs but things had settled down &
little uwhen, in September 1577 during the reign
of Elizabeth I, Thomas Stoning succeedsd Richard
Boston, who had ssrved the parish far ten vyears.
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Task Etﬁrsif@ Was & Thon-pres
ifier only seven years Jtoning died and was succeseded

oy Rev, Randall wWricht mﬂ%) was at Puriey for neariy

b )
Torty years. "

he parsonegs was described in 1634, half & gentury
fter Hev. Stoning's daath, as & building of si
-ayg  hauing  thirtesn roomsY. e 2 mite
iay on the hill on the south side of "The Strestel,
ow  Lister CLlose 1lsading off Purley Village

the wsst was a small field or "gloss!, on the east
was an orct Chse and rwear the house were the Tarm
clldings: two Darne and a statle.

2 is & “uriaua referance in the entry for Purley
in tne Victoris County Histeo of Berkshire which
5
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says  that “ths Harsonage  Wes  8lsg 831d G nave
been lessed to William Stoning about 1568, which
igase nha afterwerds surrendeged oo the grant of
a new one ko him and nis sisters Elizabesth and
Fon™ This ties up with the names of Thomas Stoning's

theee children mentioned sbovey bBub  since zhe;
- 43 1885 ang the family did
1577, this informatich

A seventeenth centucy countiy person hed o be
many things te many oeople. I acdition to ladﬂ“ﬂg
the church ssryices, administering Holy Communion
to his parishicners at Christmas and Easter, conducting
paotisms, marcisgoes and burigls as reguired, he
would often be involued in willege administration.
He migrt have to write legal documents, such 28
wilis, meszure the strios in &the open Fields and,
since both the church and the agricultural calendar
were governed by Teast days, =advise ithe villagers
whers to plant their cerops, turn the cattle onta
the stubble etc., Some of the items mentioned in
the probate inventory reflect these activities.

{To be continued) ' ;
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B7. Thomas Stoning, Clerk aof Purley {(Part 2)

Amongss Thomas Stoning's possessions found in the
parsonage in Januacy 1585 were a Miittell" Bible,
a Book of Psalms, an Y“eolde"® gown and a cassoek worth
£l.  Hecause the Iindividual rooms in the 'parsonage"
are not named 1in the probate inventory, one cannot
recreate  the contents of any particular one, but
cther sources sugpest that he used at least the hail
@s & living room and a couple of chambers for sleeping
and storags

The furniture consisted of a table and frame, a form,
g square table and a cupbosrd worth £1 Bs, a chair
and twn stools at 2s. In the cupboard were three
candlesticks, @ bason and ewer, two salts, a platter,
six saugers, fTour peuwter dishes, three pottengers,
and a dozen spoons valued at 16s. There was also
a "carpst for a round table® (carpets were much too
precious to walk on althougn the valus of this one
s very low}, a cupboard cloth and z painted cloth
tc hang on the wall as decoration and cheaper than
estry} togather worth Ss 8d.

T L)

-..-{
o i
ShiEsh e

Pix F';hal:&' hat a broghe, & fire shovel, two pathangers
h a pair of pothooks, @ pair of tongs and a gridiro

Bs To prepare food there was » cleaver and . a
g 'rr:r‘rif’e and for cocking a chaffing dish . at
a brass pot, three nld kettles ang two “ssl.;ers“
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In addition wsre twe other YWold® pedstesds uwith just
2 single cover betwsen them worin only Gs &4, FProosoly
stored in this room were more peintec cloths at
33 Bd, a press (7 for cheese) and boerds st 5. and
tun STOTEgE VesssEis at is,

The linen consisted of three pairs of Tine shesets
wortt £2 25 and four palrs of course ones at 13s
4c, three fine pillow beres (ptgses) worth 1l4s  and
bwo  ocourse ones at 23, three table cloths and Tuo
towels at 10s, with s counter pane and 10 tabls napking

in thz migdle of wintes,

ing Tood stored in the hL se

fiscellesnecus items incicded & butter ohwrn,
o SR S e T 1 e il o S B e ¥ [ e
firkins ismell fzuLage casks) ang three tubs abt ©s
%
.
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a cever (7 uwcoden %%cuah for mixing bread), three
bowls, dishes, trenchers, four baucetts(?] end &
tankard together wort ésg 2 {Zspinning) wheel, thrss
sotties and & grate st Zs 4d, also an axe znd & bilt.
Appraised  with &  oowdering  trough  for presarving
' spices  wer ; 32

T :
shovel sng a suage st 58 4d.
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Prabably stored in ane of the berns wers 5 guarters
¥ wheat worth £2 Bs, 8 quarters rye at €4 zang 8
guarters bDarley at £4. These would baU@ hezn  used
to produce bresd and beer ete. for the family, There
was also £1 worth of hay and veich for animal fodder.
in addition there was & nuarter of malt {(for beer)
and six bushels of peas worth L1 Zs
no  to Reading eto.s Rev. Stondng  haed

For trawelill

ith & . "littell" eart and harness valued
=
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g  horse
at £2 1l1bs=

d. Hig Ffarm animsls cons is ted of n cow
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