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Thomas ¢

The Register copy Will dated 1 June 1694 uf Thomas Cnilds
of Purley hag now heen found in the Public Record Office
in London. In it he described himself as a husbandman,
ie a small Farmer, and nnt a yeoman ac expected, He said
e was “aged but in scund and disposeing memory, praise

bee given to God for the same",
been
married

or haptism have
least 21 when he
gr more in 1690,

No record of an
fFound bur he

would have
in 1641 and therefore

in next sectlion of his will Thomas made 2 statement
i religious beliefs, probably copied from a book of
e form™, The words supgest he was a nonconformist.
AF resigning his "soule into fh? meyrcitfull  haadz  of
Al ty God my Oreator assuredly hopeing through the
me of my Bilezsed Saviour to abzdlﬂ remission of all
Y E y he went on to ssk that his “hody be decently
puryed by the discretion of my Executors', ie not in the
local churchyard. But his buriz]l was recorded in Purlev
Parish Register on 16 August 156390, Thomas then went on
to G;qnose of his “"worldiy goods and estate the lord in
His mercey"” had "lent® him,

The five main legacies are for ogroperty, mainly in
Purley, held either bv lease or copyhold. Four were to
go to his "loveineg wife Joane" during her "naturall life™



and then to their three surviving daughters and two
grandchildren and the other to a son-in-law.

The first bequest concerned the "livies” oceupied by
Thomas BUSHNELL which was te go te his dauvphter Mary
Blagrave after the death of hig wife Joane and = then to
Marv's son Thomas Blaerave,

The living called "BAGGLIES"” was to be held bv Joane
only for the duration of their daughter Sarah POLMES'
life, after which it was to pass te their daughter Joane
ROBERTSON and then to grandson Joseph HOLMES.

The living where NICHOLLS lived was to be held by Joane
and then by their grandson Joseph HOLMES,

GOODROYES living was to go to his son-in-law Richard
HOLMES during his natural life provided he paid the
"debts which are incumbered uppon it". Then it was to
2o to his son Joseph HOLMES and his heirs for ever.

The fifth property, a "parcell of land called Rast Croft
together with fower acres in West Wood Field in the par-
ish of Tilehurst', also went to his wife !dureinsg her
naturall life'.

Thomas appointed his wife and son-in-law Richard HOLMES
of Whitchurch to be ioint Executors. They were to pay
all his debts and funeral expenses and then share the
residue of the estate between them. His .signature at
the bottom of the will was witnessed by Luke BEAVULIEU,
John GUTTERIDG (sic), Mary HALL (who made her mark) and
Richard GUTTERIDGE.

The Tnventorv was written only 10 days after his burial
and Probate granted on 2 September 1690 in London by an
official of the Archbishop of Canterbury at the Preroga~-
tive Court. The speed with which his affairs were wound
up sugegest that Thomas' death was expected and some
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preparations had been made by the family.
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