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54. The School Site (part 1)

N e

Fresh information which hes coue to light in the past #
months means that the history of the Purley School Site
can nou be traced with sorie certainty for about 250 yol
i series of manorial court documents for Purley Parva
found in the Berkshire County Record Office interrelatal
with another serics in the Oxford CRO, and enables us %8
trece the occupants together with descrirtions of the @
property from 1733.

In the niddle ages a manor wos said to be a residence of
& unit of estate ecministration; by the 15th oentury it}
was also 2 piece of landcu property with tenants over #
whoir the landlord exercised rights of jurisdiction in &
private court known os the Court Baron. This court dead
mainly with the land transactions of the customary, or &
copyhold, tenants of the wmanor who were given a copy
of the entry irowu the court minutes.

The known records of thc Court Baron of Purley Parva daf
from 162k to 1848 when the court seens finally to have
ciesed functioning., It met infrequently and apperentlyl
only when some business nceded transacting which might
sorie yecars after the death of o tenant; the sequence of
recorcs suggests that there are still some gaps. Out @
about hali o dozen convhold nroverties in Purlev Parval



he lithe Map and Award of 1840: these are the school
bite and the empty field opposite in the Strest (now
nlled Purley Village).

t the Court Baron held in 1733, a Copyhold lszse for the
jhree lives of Richard Pusy, his wife Llizzbeth and son
John was granted for "all that new-built nessuage ob -
tuneuent” together with a garden and three=quarters of

kn acre of lend. The boundary of this land seéms to '::
hnve been identical to the preseat school playground
together with School Cottage (now called Hemington) and
its gorden. This latter was probably the "new-built™ "
hessuage" referred to ablve. Richard was to pay an annual
Quit Rent of 2s 6d (12Zp) 2nd a heriot (dcath duty) of
B85 "when it shell happen'.

Within 17 years &1l threce Pusys had died and lease wes
granted in 1750 to snother family: ' John Martin, Mary

his wife ané Thomas their only son were admitted on the
pee terms. The house was again described as "new-built"
but ncw incluéed an orchard. This meay heve becn the

prne John Mertin, e sawyer from Padworth, who came to
Purley in the late 1600s and was recorded as occupying
property inithe perish in 1711; or possibly it wes & son:

(to be continued)
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54 - The School Site (pert 2)

When the Court Baron for Purley rarve wet ageoin in 1773,
John Martin's wife lMary was dead and the life of
dauvghter-in-law Blizabeth (wife of John's only son

Themns & cofd-wainer) was added to the Copyhold Lease,

f"]cll" timz the house was described as ‘two customary
uages, late but one?. Tbomns's two surviving sons
were also cord-wainers and went to live in Heading,
{1

Before this, the younger son anes took part in the “riot"
at the Zed Lyon in Purley in 1773 during which the
prigoner, John Sherman, escaped from custody.

The Copyliold wos next rcnewed in 1785: John had died
eight years previously, son Thomas was admitted as heir,
and Thomas's 8-year-old grandson was added as the third
life., Grandfather Thomas died in 1792 and four years
later the life of o second grandson was added. This
enabled JLJﬂlethGT Elizabeth Martin to end her cays in
her ¢cottage home where she died two yeors later., It is
not 1“*wn who actuclly lived in the two halves of the
cottage for the next decade or so but they were probably
sub-let. Crandscon John was admitted as the heir to the
Copyhiold in 1808 and in 1813 the Hector of FPurley, the
Rev Charles Manesty who lived in the Rectory next door,
paid the lord of the manor £20 to be admitted as the
third 1life.

Five yeors leter the two Martin grandsons were dead and
Mrs Blizo ilwnesty and Elize Warner, the Rector's wife
and niece, were adnitted as the other two lives, the
Rector now being heir to the property. It is interesting
that in the same year, 1818, thé Rector recplied to a
Parlismentary Enquiry that there was a "day school for
younger children®” in the Perish where 20 children were
Tinstructed®, Perhaps hig wife and niece were the
teachers? Eliza Manesty had rno children and may,
thercfore, have turned her attentions to the poor of
her husband's parish,

At the Court Baron in 1827 it was presented that the
Rev Manesty had removed "an old and accustomed fence in




a piece of ground celied Martin's Carden'. TUnless he
replaced it or put in boundary marks he was threstened
with a fine of £5. The boundary marks were in p031ulon
when the court met again in 1832,

The rest of the story of the 19th century establishment
of Purley School has already been told: (see Purley News,
June and July 1984).
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