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63. Ghosts and Things

Since I first started writing these history storiss six
ycars ago, many pcople have passed on snippets of
Informction about Purley's history. I have listened to
teles of stagow~coaches galloping along roads that did

not exist in their heyday of the 18th century, of 17th
century Civil War relics which turnced out sadly to belong
firmly to the 19th century and of numerous tumnels which
if' they all existed, would have caused parts of Purley

to have sunk into the ground locng age. Sc, because 2ll
these tales were what is called "heresay" and could not
be confirmed in any wey, I have resisted including them
in my History Notebook articles., However, there is one
aspect of Purley's "history" that persistently refuses

| to lie down, and that is of the ghost, or possibly

| .hosts, of Purley Hall.

Although I have never seen a ghost, as a child I
remember experiencing occasional uncase when alons in
certain very old buildings. It is possible that walls
ebsorb sounds, so that an old building becomes “noisy",
whilst a new house is silent and without any atnosphere,

It is thought that following an accidental or sudden
death a spirit may occasionally remein restless and
haunt a place. Since, over the centuries there nwust
heve been very meny such deaths, it is perhaps



surprising that therc ere not more ghosts floating grO(
Ghosts apparcntly do not like bright lights and noise,Hd
so today's lifestyle vould not suit them and very few 48
seen today.

In a book just published called "Haunted Berkshirc", by
Angus Macnaghten, therc is o section eboutb Purley Hallg
which is said to have been haunted by the ghost of Warrg
HASTINGS and of a grey lady or nun, Bought by the Wildf
in 1773, the house was let to a successicn of tonants.

Traditionally, Warren HASTINGS stayec there whilst he
preparsed the cefence for his trial for impeachment by |
Parliament. The first, and perhaps thu most famous of |
the governor generals of British India, Werren Ha STINGS
held the position from 1772. When he ruturnad to Englan
in 1785, he was zccuscd of corruption znd cruclty in his
adninistrotion. The trial, which was held in Westmlnstd
Hall, commenced in Feb 1788 and continued for' 7 years E
until April 1795 when he was acquitted. By this time hé
was financially crippled and in addition was forbidden 9
to take any further public office. [

On the Lth of May 1789 thec Reading Mercury rcported that
Warren HASTINGS had taken Purley Hall as a tewmporary |
country residence until he could sort out his affairs
and build himself a house, and onc biography suggests
that he spent a fow months Quring the swamer of 1790 at |
a house near Reading. Although his papers have been
examined, no reference has been found so far to his stayf
in Purlcy., In the summer of 1788 he bought the ruins of
his ancestral home at Daylesford, Oxford, moved in during
1791 and died there in 1818. i

When Major and Mrs. BRADLEY purchascd Purley Hall in
1961 they found the atmesphere oppressive and arranged
for a scrvice of exorcism to gect rid of a very
quarrelsonc spixit, which they felt was of a rccent
origin, However, they apparently later saw "two
charming ghosts" of a man, thought to be Warren HﬂSTINGS*
and of an old lady ﬂrcssua in "black pannicred silk and
wearing & white mob cap". There arce also said to have
been sitings of a "grey lady" cerlier this century who

is also friendiy, Jepﬁ-Dobney



